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Table 1 Chief data of the Yellow River terraces
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Fig.1 The terraces of the Yellow River in the Lanzhou area
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1— Schist; 2— sand clay; 3— gravel;4— sand loess; 5— paleosol
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Fig.2 The terraces of the Weihe River in the Baoji area
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1—Loess; 2— black loam; 3—paleosol; 4—sand loess; 5—fine sand; 6—gravel; 7—red clay
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Fig. 3 The terraces of the Luohe River in the Luochuan area
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1— Sand; 2— gravel; 3— paleosol; 4— black loam;5—Malan loess
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THE AGE OF TERRACE DEVELOPMENT IN THE MIDDLE
REACHES OF THE YELLOW RIVER

Yue Leping, Lei Xiangyi and Qu Hongjun
(Department of Geology, Northwest University, Xi'an, Shaanxi)

Abstract

The authors have studied the terraces of the Yellow River in the Lanzhou area, the Weihe
River in the Baoji area and the Luohe River in the Luochuan area with the magnetostratigraphic
method. The results show that the highest terrace of the Yellow River in the Lanzhou area is ter-
race VI, which was formed at 1. 40 Ma, and the Yellow River in the region appeared at 1. 60
Ma. The highest terrace of the Weihe River in the Baoji area is terrace V, which was formed at
1. 20 Ma B. P. The Weihe River in the area appeared at 1. 40 Ma B. P. The highest terrace of
the Luohe River in the Luochuan area is terrace V, which was formed at 1. 00 Ma B. P. The Lu-
ohe River in the area appeared at 1. 20 Ma B. P. The uplift of the Qinghai— Tibet plateau, unin-
terrupted oscillation and uplift of the crust and climatic changes have controlled the terrace devel-

_opment of the middle Yellow River drainage system.

Key words: Yellow River, Weihe River, Luohe River, river terrace, paleomagnetism
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