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Fig. 3 Structural intepretation of the Weimei Dongshan cross-section and

sketch of collated Cretaceaus beds (for the legend see Fig. 2)
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Fig. 4 Sketch of the revised cross-sec-

tion at Chuangde village of Gyangze
§§ _ , Kby gy j— B4 B R B K,y j— IR B
HE R, H M RE 2; K, j—black
Member of the Jiabula Formation; K% _,, j—

white Member of tBe Jiabula Formation. For

other legends see Fig. 2
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Fig.5 Cross-section at Suojin(a) and Tuoma(b), Gyangze (for the legend see Fig. 2)
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Table 1 Stratigraphic framework of Cretaceous in Gyangze, South Xizang (Tibet)
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Fig. 6 Correlation of stratigraphic columns of the Cretaceous in Gyangze, South Tibet
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Jsw—Weimei Formation; 1—siliceous mudstone; 2—siliceous shale; 3—calcareous shale; 4—(black) shale;

5—siltstone; 6—sandstone; 7—marlstone; 8—foliated limestone; 9—limestone pillow; 10—Ilimestone lens;

11—olistostrome; 12—nodule; 13—belemnoide bed
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The Cretaceous in Gyangze, Southern Xizang (Tibet) . Redefined

Wang Chengshan® Li Xianghui® Wan Xiaogiao® Tao Ran®
1) Institute of Sedimentary Geology, Chengdu Unversity of Technology, Chengdu, 610059
2)  Geoscience University of China, Beijing, 100083
3) Second Surveying and Designing Institute of Railway Ministry, Chengdu, 610013

Abstract

The stratigraphic sequence, framework and thickness of the abyssal-bathyal Cretaceous in
Gyangze, the northern Tethyan Himalayas, South Xizang (Tibet), are collated in this paper. It
is proposed that the Jiabula Formation, Chuangde Formation and Zongzhuo Formation constitute
the Cretaceous in this area, in which their sequence, age and thickness are distinctively different
from the previous ones. The Jiabula Formation, aged from Berriasian to Santonian, is composed
of a series of black shale with intercalated turbiditic sandstone, lenticular limestone and pyrite
nodules, and it can be subdivided into two members “White Member” and “Black Member”.
The Chuangde Formation, consisting of purplish red marlstone and mudstone with some
foraminiferal and radiolarian fossils, belongs to the Early—Middle Campanian. The Zongzhuo
Formation, the famous “Beijia Olistostrome”, was deposited in the Late Campanian—Maas-
trichtian, and is dominated by black-grey shale with a large amount of olistoliths composed of
sandstone, limestone and siliceous rocks. The lithostratigraphical units proposed here are readily
correlated in the Gyangze area by some marks such as colourness and lithology. The Cretaceous
thickness is determined to be between 300 and 700 m, rather than 2000 m or more than 3000 m
as given by previous workers. It is proposed here that the formation stratotype should be changed

to the Chuangde section.

Key words: Jiabula Formation; Chuangde Formation; Zongzhuo Formation; Cretaceous;

Gyangze; South Xizang (Tibet)
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