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ON THE TERTIARY STRATIGRAPHY, ITS PETROLOGICAL
CHARACTERISTICS AND OIL POSSIBILITIES OF
THE WESTERN TSAIDAM

Huang ]'_UI—CHANG
Abctract

The Tertiary beds of the. Tsaidam basin are of a continental phase.

The Tertiary stratigraphy is as follows?.

1. Oligocene (Pgs): ‘Chiefly of green murdstone with marl, limestone; carbonaceous limy
beds, calcareous clay beds, and pyritic layers as intercalations.

2. Miocene (Nj): brownish red mudstone, with Kaolin, limestone and copper-bearing sandy
limestone as intercalations,

3. Pliocene (Ns): '

(1) “ N3: brownish red mudstone at the central portion of the besin with “gypsum glauberite,
halite and gypsiferous limestone as intercalations,

_(2) Nj: at the margina] portions of besin as gray-colored conglomerate, in the central postions
of the basin as thick beds of gypsum, glauberite, halite, gypsiferous limestone and oolitic'beds. The
oil possibilities of the region can be ascertained in the following manner:

1. 'The first rate favorable oil-bearing régions are those bedded oil reservoirs; as Lengha, Mahai-~ -

etc. 7
2...The second rate favorable oil-bearing regions are the fissure type of oil seapages'as Mongyen

etc,
3. The third rate favorable oil-bearing regions are the less manifested bedded oil-bearing struc-

tures with possible fissured oil-seepages, as the marginal parts of the Altin-tagy etc.
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