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Fig.1 Polymetallic nodule distribution zone in the eastern Pacific Ocean
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Table 1 Chemical components of polymetallic nodules from the eastern study area

Fe | Mn | Co | Ni | Cu | Ba | Sr | Zn [ SiO; [ALOs[ KO [ CaO [ MgO [ TiO; | P;0;

e % (X107%) %
1 4.43 | 32.81 ) 0.17 | 1.48 | 1.08 | 2197 502 1649 | 11.83 | 4.23 | 1.12 | 1.90 | 3.23 | 0.61 | 0.32
2 4.54 | 30.63 | 0.18 | 1.50 | 1.19 | 3674 551 1601 | 14.70| 4.78 | 1.11 | 2.11 | 3.37 | 0.60 | 0.31
3 4.38 | 30.98 | 0.17 | 1.57 | 1.14 | 2885 528 1592 | 15.02 | 4.97 | 1.11 | 2.05 | 3.24 | 0.59 | 0.31
4 4.99 |31.52| 0.23 | 1.30 | 1.12 | 3247 508 1317 113.41 | 4.48 | 1.14 | 1.70 | 3.29 | 0.68 | 0.31
5 4.14 | 31.91| 0.17 | 1.55 | 1.24 | 2407 532 1820 | 13.31 | 4.49 | 1.07 | 2.14 | 3.27 | 0.52 | 0.29
6 4.14 | 31.94 | 0.17 | 1.58 | 1.21 | 2030 519 1806 | 12.81 | 4.44 | 1.09 | 2.14 | 3.37 | 0.53 | 0.30
7 | 459 |31.72| 0.19 | 1.58 | 1.21 | 2447 | 501 | 1539 |13.02 | 4.68 | 1.10 | 1.91 | 3.50 | 0.58 | 0.29
8 4.36 | 31.63 ) 0.18 | 1.64 | 1.23 | 1826 497 1456 | 13.48 | 4.87 | 1.07 | 1.99 | 3.39 | 0.60 | 0.34
9 4.38 [30.80| 0.17 | 1.57 | 1.32 | 3352 553 1611 | 13.93| 4.69 | 1.06 | 2.29 | 3.30 [ 0.57 | 0.36
10 4.48 | 30.69| 0.21 | 1.60 | 1.37 | 2908 518 1398 | 13.72 | 4.92 | 1.07 | 1.98 | 3.76 | 0.57 | 0.28
11 4.27 | 31.24) 0.19 | 1.53 | 1.39 | 2794 484 1545 | 14.20 | 4.80 | 1.07 | 1.99 | 3.35 | 0.51 | 0.26
12 | 4.05 [31.73| 0.19 | 1.47 | 1.35 | 4509 | 523 | 1423 |13.68 | 4.63 | 1.13 | 1.89 | 3.60 | 0.55 | 0.25
13 6.01 |24.39| 0.21 | 1.30 | 1.02 735 479 1094 | 22.92 7.06 | 1.54 | 2.23 | 3.67 | 0.64 | 0.34
14 4.33 [ 31.50 | 0.16 | 1.61 | 1.33 | 2453 513 1592 | 13.12 | 4.84 | 1.09 | 2.01 | 3.61 | 0.55 | 0.26
15 | 6.50 [17.88 | 0.19 | 0.88 | 0.62 | 329 | 519 | 796 |24.38| 7.62 | 1.53 | 8.02 | 3.37 | 0.73 | 3.52
16 3.99 | 32.33 | 0.16 | 1.64 | 1.43 | 3052 511 1693 | 11.95 ) 4.51 | 1.07 | 2.03 | 3.65 | 0.52 | 0.27
17 4.15 | 31.70) 0.14 | 1.59 | 1.46 | 2586 481 1638 112.90 | 4.62 | 1.06 | 1.97 | 3.60 | 0.51 | 0.27
18 4.38 |129.50| 0.17 | 1.45 | 1.34 | 2359 472 1453 | 17.09| 5.64 | 1.24 | 1.95 | 3.79 | 0.51 | 0.30
19 3.87 | 30.66 | 0.18 | 1.48 | 1.38 | 2141 519 1720 | 14.78 | 5.06 | 1.04 | 2.37 | 3.53 | 0.49 | 0.30
20 3.92 |1 32.18 ) 0.14 | 1.68 | 1.48 | 2251 475 1648 | 12.83 | 4.45 | 1.07 | 2.00 | 3.68 | 0.46 | 0.24
21 | 4.69 |30.33 0.18 | 1.52 | 1.40 | 3869 | 542 | 1311 |14.83 | 4.89 | 1.09 | 2.14 | 3.57 | 0.57 | 0.38
22 4.20 133.32| 0.17 | 1.53 | 1.41 | 2380 506 1905 | 10.46 | 4.05 | 1.09 | 2.01 | 3.66 | 0.52 | 0.26
23 4.12 | 32.53 | 0.14 | 1.59 | 1.46 | 2879 487 1676 | 12.11| 4.38 | 1.09 | 2.02 | 3.61 | 0.51 | 0.29
24 4.50 | 31.94 | 0.16 | 1.65 | 1.41 | 2754 504 1562 | 12.13 | 4.41 | 1.10 | 1.95 | 3.72 | 0.55 | 0.24
25 | 3.63 |33.89| 0.14 | 1.48 | 1.47 | 2913 | 474 | 1762 [10.73 | 3.97 | 1.11 | 1.90 | 3.54 | 0.48 | 0.26
26 3.09 | 33.35| 0.14 | 1.54 | 1.58 | 3523 447 1647 | 12.55| 4.82 | 1.19 | 1.80 | 3.87 | 0.50 | 0.23
27 3.56 |32.30| 0.17 | 1.47 | 1.51 | 4384 427 1391 | 12.56 | 4.76 | 1.21 | 1.48 | 3.89 | 0.56 | 0.21
28 3.68 | 33.38 | 0.15 | 1.59 | 1.53 | 2484 481 1802 | 11.45| 4.03 | 1.11 | 2.04 | 3.62 | 0.46 | 0.25
29 4.34 | 32.21| 0.15 | 1.58 [ 1.45 | 2334 490 1649 [ 11.76 | 4.28 | 1.06 | 2.04 | 3.61 | 0.52 | 0.27
30 4.04 | 32.84 0-13 | 1.63 | 1.60 [ 2196 523 1723 | 13.06 | 4.38 | 1.07 | 2.27 | 3.50 | 0.49 | 0.27
B/h | 3.09 | 17.88 | 0.13 | 0.88 | 0.62 329 427 796 |10.46 | 3.97 | 1.04 | 1.48 | 3.23 | 0.46 | 0.21
&K | 6.50 | 33.89 | 0.23 | 1.68 | 1.60 | 4509 553 1905 | 24.38 | 7.62 | 1.54 | 8.02 | 3.89 | 0.73 | 3.52
FHy | 4.33 [31.13] 0.17 | 1.52 | 1.32 | 2663 502 1561 | 13.82 | 4.79 | 1.13 | 2.21 | 3.54 | 0.55 | 0.39
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Table 2 Chemical components of polymetallic nodules from the western study area

s | FC [ Mn [ Co [ Ni [ Cu [ Ba | St [ Zn [ SO, [ ALOs | K:O | CaO | MgO | TiO, | P,Os
% (X107%) %
31 | 6.75 [28.42| 0.22 | 1.34 | 1.04 | 1897 | 572 | 1280 |14.67 | 5.51 | 1.11 | 2.20 | 3.69 | 0.77 | 0.39
32 | 6.97 | 27.02| 0.22 | 1.28 | 0.96 | 2233 | 655 | 1225 |15.01 | 5.45 | 1.11 | 2.35 | 3.54 | 0.80 | 0.47
33 | 6.38 |28.23| 0.21 | 1.39 | 1.15 | 1732 | 586 | 1356 |15.28| 5.75 [ 1.10 | 2.23 | 3.85 | 0.71 | 0.38
34 112.19|24.08| 0.27 | 0.85 | 0.56 | 2019 | 946 | 873 |14.37 | 4.67 | 1.02 | 2.57 | 2.62 | 1.47 | 0.56
35 [10.14|21.91) 0.27 | 0.95 | 0.53 | 1537 | 795 | 817 |15.92| 5.31 | 1.02 | 5.49 | 2.93 | 1.25 | 2.29
36 | 9.64 |25.14] 0.25 | 1.08 | 0.77 | 1300 | 711 | 1006 | 15.40| 5.85 | 1.07 | 2.44 | 3.22 | 1.09 | 0.48
37 [10.34|25.82| 0.29 | 1.18 | 0.78 | 1970 | 858 | 995 |13.90| 4.94 | 0.99 | 2.40 | 3.16 | 1.23 | 0.49
38 |11.45]22.41| 0.34 | 0.92 | 0.49 | 2102 | 946 | 799 |17.40| 5.72 | 1.34 | 2.39 | 2.86 | 1.64 | 0.56
39 | 7.68 | 27.32| 0.25 | 1.38 | 1.06 | 1306 | 671 | 1239 [14.84 | 5.72 | 1.08 | 2.22 | 3.86 | 0.86 | 0.43
40 | 7.06 | 26.76| 0.23 | 1.36 | 1.06 | 2194 | 670 | 1243 |16.63 | 6.13 | 1.22 | 2.23 | 3.76 | 0.83 | 0.40
41 | 5.95 [28.05| 0.20 | 1.40 | 1.34 | 2034 | 560 | 1239 |16.93| 6.04 | 1.16 | 2.23 | 3.85 [ 0.64 | 0.42
42 | 7.63 [27.11] 0.23 | 1.35 | 0.99 | 1772 | 697 | 1218 |14.92| 5.68 [ 1.11 | 2.37 | 3.66 | 0.89 | 0.45
43 |13.67 [ 21.46( 0.32 | 0.70 | 0.43 | 2388 | 988 | 729 |15.83| 5.21 | 1.04 | 2.52 | 2.49 | 1.91 | 0.61
44 |13.59|23.47| 0.35 | 0.76 | 0.44 | 2149 | 1028 | 739 |13.08| 3.76 | 0.90 | 2.65 | 2.37 | 1.71 | 0.59
45 | 5.89 | 28.64] 0.20 | 1.41 | 1.26 | 1683 | 547 | 1395 |16.53 | 5.79 | 1.14 | 2.13 | 3.79 [ 0.67 | 0.36
46 114.09|21.31] 0.27 | 0.68 | 0.43 | 1675 | 905 | 705 |17.70| 4.80 | 1.04 | 2.44 | 2.30 | 1.47 | 0.56
47 |14.09|22.72| 0.26 | 0.77 | 0.52 | 1809 | 994 | 782 |15.06 | 4.37 | 0.96 | 2.52 | 2.31 | 1.43 [ 0.56
48 | 9.33 |25.16| 0.24 | 1.19 | 0.84 | 1327 | 790 | 1017 |16.01 | 6.06 | 1.10 | 2.56 | 3.36 | 1.04 [ 0.58
49 | 7.78 (27.16| 0.23 | 1.35 | 1.05 | 1202 | 695 | 1191 |15.21| 5.84 | 1.10 | 2.31 | 3.67 | 0.89 [ 0.43
50 | 8.63 |26.66| 0.25 | 1.15 | 0.91 | 2512 | 757 | 1113 |15.57 | 5.28 | 1.27 | 2.11 | 3.20 | 1.06 | 0.42
51 |14.76|22.43| 0.27 | 0.50 | 0.36 | 2282 | 1109 | 675 |14.28 | 3.73 | 0.99 | 2.84 | 1.97 | 1.62 | 0.51
52 | 9.86 | 24.87| 0.27 | 1.10 | 0.76 | 1861 | 809 | 957 [16.05| 5.84 | 1.14 | 2.29 | 3.19 | 1.19 | 0.46
53 |10.85|24.02] 0.26 | 0.91 | 0.64 | 1979 | 910 | 852 [16.32| 4.15 { 1.04 | 2.48 | 2.57 | 1.35 | 0.46
54 |14.80|22.04| 0.38 | 0.60 | 0.31 | 2315 | 1131 | 675 [13.43| 3.39 | 1.04 | 2.90 | 2.04 | 1.98 | 0.63
55 | 6.81 |27.45| 0.22 | 1.40 | 1.17 | 1296 | 597 | 1266 | 16.07 | 6.02 | 1.13 [ 2.20 | 3.74 | 0.78 | 0.40
56 | 5.56 |28.23| 0.15 | 1.49 | 1.49 | 815 | 514 | 1322 |17.22| 5.90 | 1.08 | 2.15 | 3.56 | 0.60 | 0.30
57 | 834 [26.32]| 0.22 | 1.20 | 0.98 | 1389 | 696 | 1113 |15.85! 5.85 | 1.09 | 2.45 | 3.29 | 0.95 | 0.47
58 | 7.81 |27.43] 0.23 | 1.34 | 1.10 | 917 | 641 | 1190 |14.58 | 5.47 | 1.03 | 2.24 | 3.57 | 0.83 | 0.40
59 | 4.36 |28.64] 0.13 | 1.56 | 1.49 | 290 | 470 | 1459 |17.47| 6.17 | 1.12 | 2.25 | 3.68 | 0.51 | 0.32
60 | 6.13 |27.97] 0.18 | 1.39 | 1.32 | 1461 | 565 | 1320 |16.80 | 5.86 | 1.12 | 2.32 | 3.54 [ 0.68 | 0.42
B/ | 436 |21.31] 0.13 | 0.50 | 0.31 | 290 | 470 | 675 |13.08| 3.39 | 0.90 | 2.11 | 1.97 | 0.51 | 0.30
Bk |14.80|28.64| 0.38 | 1.56 | 1.49 | 2512 | 1131 | 1459 [17.70| 6.17 | 1.34 | 5.49 | 3.86 | 1.98 | 2.29
Sty | 9.28 | 25.61| 0.25 | 1.13 | 0.87 | 1715 | 760 | 1060 |15.61 | 5.34 | 1.09 | 2.48 | 3.19 | 1.10 | 0.53
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Table 3 Group average of chemical components in polymetallic nodules from cluster analysis

4r i | 2F | 4F | kR | £E FHEEROD

4 K CW) | CN) | (m) |(kg/m?)| Mn Fe Co Ni Cu Si0; | ALOs
14 18 149.70| 9.14 5092 8.42 27. 86 7.26 0.22 1.27 1.05 14. 81 5.11
T4 20 148.19| 9.19 5070 7. 80 28. 02 6.93 0.21 1. 31 1.06 14. 96 5.09
I 22 147.51 | 8.88 5088 7.56 29.10 6. 32 0. 20 1. 38 1.17 14.43 5.02
i R | &F | 4% 3% FH#(x1078)

#H 4 CW) | CN) | CaO | MgO | KO | TiO, | P05 Zn Ba Sr
14 18 149.70 | 9.14 2. 36 3.33 1. 11 0.87 0.49 1244 2116 649
T4 20 [148.19| 9.19 | 2.52 | 3.33 | 1.11 | 0.84 | 0.54 1301 2258 | 641
I4H 22 147.51 | 8.88 2.18 3.42 1.10 0.77 0. 36 1373 2186 607

PR EGAXEEER,AFHE. RXEKEE
ARG EMEEKR AREZEUNMEK. BEEKX
(LEARETHEO WA LRMUT R MR 5L
Mo XG5 RAMB S MBAEFRMEE, LR
L5 BB T AL (Cu+Co+Ni) 1. 80 %5 FkEL ks %I
LBt B TF L (Cu+Co+Nid2.60%, I,1.04
BaTR&ENEEZ R S £ :Mn,Cu,.Ni, Zn,
Ba.Mg.K & & b 74 /] % 2 87 3 n, K 8. E B
Fe.Co.Si Al.Ca.Ti.P Ml Sr 8 B R Z. HBEERE
B BEM PR, 71 X3 F L EF 152. W, K X
144.5°W, B X AHEE 29 847 km, , MR T B X
5.29 cm/a M FHAEKHEE 0. 24 em/Ma HE,
AXBEY KBHAARXATFE 16 Ma, 75 1 7 44
BMAGIRYE R, B LT KR ER 3.84 cm
Mg, Hit, BEiviX ER>3. 84 cm B4 458
ARETE 16 Ma BIAEAK FHMAR M B, BN R
FRREMNARRERIAXKN, FURERRAESRK
AU & S AR B B R FIR.
2.2 BERMEBAERSEFHHF
BFoamBEERESWIE NS,

1980)4h, =2 H #9257 8 R dh B8 B B A 3R
REEHER BFRAMEFEIBITEILE
HHER. BTatfkhREER]S5RESHTHA,
R AR RERFFHMFLERIE 4 Fik 5,

R4 FERKRETEFHEELS

Table 4 Eigenvales percentage of varimax
principal factor analysis

ZERBEY ZREUBRY

B s ®it A e Rt A
F| sl | B HAH | Hes) B
1 |61. 70[61. 70| MMNBCUZnMe | (ol o] MnoFe

’ ) Fe,Co,Ti,Sr ) ’ Ca.Ni
2 |20. 57(82. 27 Si.ALK 20. 78/55. 30| Ti.P.Ba.Sr
3| 6.03(88. 30 Ca.P 12.96(68. 26| Si.Al.Mg
4| 4.07 |95. 37 Ba 8.76 |77. 02| Cu.Co.Zn

B3R 4,5 ATAAET 3 NEFREE Rit B 4%
ik 88.30%, A F 1 FEHIERA Mn.Ni,Cu,Zn,
Mg FifA & Fe.Co.Ti.Sr ¥, B F 2 i Si ALK
HFEHF3HCa.PHAM. Mn.Fe ALERESE
KOG R AL, B TR EARHI 43 £ A AE
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%,Mn 5 Cu.Ni.Zn X R4 %K 0.90.0. 90,
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0.79.—0.87.—0.83,.—0.79, ZEREFAWMERS
REVNBRYHMHEEE =/ BELY. —REBFETF
HIBRYEFES, AEN=1EF Rit bl

88.30%,/5& R4 68.26% . —R%Z ¥ P Cu,Co.Ni
Z2RUWIBRYNESE. ZEEE+ Mn BRIESH.
Fe R B, 8555, MUY Mn.Fe # £ f &
L BRREATE
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Table 5 Factor loads of varimax principal factor analysis
% EERBEH REBURY
7 H¥1 BF2 HF 3 HF 4 HF1 HF 2 BF 3 HF 4
Mn 0. 8278 —0.3518 —0. 3410 0. 2734 —0.9914 0.0343 —0.0348 0.1177
Fe —0.9837 —0.0312 0. 0709 —0.1622 —0. 8249 —0. 2540 —0. 4183 0.1472
Co —0. 9960 0. 0862 —0. 0037 —0.0248 —0.6903 0. 0568 —0.1241 0. 6933
Ni 0. 9608 —0. 0836 —0.2623 0. 0312 —0.7331 0. 0245 —0.2534 0. 6076
Cu 0. 9574 —0.0706 —0.2653 0. 0892 —0.5155 —0.1232 —0.2863 0. 7805
SiO, —0.2463 0. 8476 0. 3078 —0. 3552 0.1578 0. 6475 0.7225 —0. 0253
Al,O3 0. 0891 0. 8587 0.1315 —0.4872 —0. 0369 0.1471 ~0.9771 0. 0809
CaO —0.2130 0. 2419 0.9338 —0. 1555 —0. 9250 —0.3639 —0. 0681 —0. 0000
MgO 0. 9200 0. 3192 —0. 2090 —0.0903 —0. 0905 —0. 5507 —0. 6049 —0.1679
K,O 0. 2435 0. 9319 0.1983 0.1818 0. 0961 —0. 0241 —0.0791 —0.1083
TiO, —0. 9969 —0.0316 0. 0606 —0. 0390 —0.6715 0. 7041 0.0174 —0. 2034
P;0s —0. 2048 0.2765 0.9334 —0.1021 —0.4114 —0. 8643 —0. 2652 0. 0477
Zn 0.9271 —0. 2818 —0.1972 0.1488 —0.1695 —0. 2076 —0.1592 0. 9150
Sr —0. 9887 —0. 1250 0. 0352 —0. 0751 —0.2188 —0. 9615 0. 0341 0.1517
Ba 0. 1870 —0.2731 —0. 2107 0.9198 0.1698 —0.9786 —0.0048 0. 0512
2.3 EBEESH R 3t — 25 1 0T 4, 4B R R AR A M 2R Al A BB L

i JF 3% 22 o b iR R PR A K 2 B0 R
MAUECEAREECARNEMERARH L.
4 ST 2 BT CR¥ AR 5 1984) 3 2 B X X 388 4 A J& 38
1t 28 Al B AR R AT B 5, B A M HE R R E
PRy, S E A X T R b, B AL A PR AR 4L
—BEZEXBENRERARHL; WRKERLERHIHE
WAL LR RS, REEAZRFZRREH
w2, LR RENE RS ERBRIRE
e, B REREBRIBEE LR RE, X EKE

X3 FF R X Z & BE%HFEE Mn,Cu,.Co,
Ni ZEBHESN, RAZHABHLE, THED
BHAEEZARRBEEL. BRESLBEEY
PRAE SR A g S m 4347, 75 X 469 /N3 BR B
R E A4S FE B Mn,Cu.Co.Ni R EH
B FREUEERFEHEAGRORARETE
(EBBASHEKXE(E ) AXHEREEFMR
SRR 4 RBEEASH, A E 32.29% . iR F
{8 15. 47, BEKF «=0. 05, B RHERBEN .

F6 ARETREFERARRARMERE

Table 6 Trend analysis goodness-of-fit and F test on the variablesn in the western area

AR | B | BRE | B | FEE | B%dE | BAME BaE A8E F&i F. s R4 BE

£ | RE W () HE E WE | (P | C%) | B | Fo.os(Pon-p-1) #
F | HBERHE 4 469 7.98 7.991 | —0.008 | 14 32.29 |15.47 1.71 BE
B |k 5 662 7.22 7.217 0. 000 20 58.37 |44.94 1.59 B
Mn |G RA% 3 469 24.85 | 24.843 | 0.003 9 5.29 | 2.85 1. 90 B
Cu |HuJRRAEE 5 469 0. 82 0. 824 0. 001 20 10.98 | 2.76 1.59 BE
Co |#hJiRAEE 6 469 0. 26 0. 263 0. 000 27 9.25 | 1.66 1.51 BE
Ni |5 R 6 469 1.10 1.103 | 0.000 | 27 10.71 | 1.96 1.51 B¥

HE IR A, HFEFEEPFAE 9.2°~10.2°N Z
], TGS I T AR, SR EFRERSNS

FHM, NEHELEEESE,.SERL 4+~ EAME
REBEH . SHEI~IAHEAMREEEFE AR
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Fig.3 Abundance distribution based on trend analysis

152.5°W b, R A L F MY REATX ., T
X ¥4 BILET . KILERY Z &R EZIERIE
HAEM.ECAHBRSHER EXEMT EER
G, EEBMAEEE.E B 20
. 7 X R SR EE Mn.Cu.Co.Ni R MELIT
SAHEH.FRESHEIL ESDA BEIZT, UL
T A8 TR IR 2 , TR E R /DUR BLR 2 T )
KN AR R B R BB S 156 B 7 XK LR R A 45 %
5 W 8 A AE
2.4 ATHEZTRESH

AL M EE AR RmFEIEH, R
A R BAE R AL T BB, 78 A A AR B SR B
EHRTEZHNA. 2EREREBIRNSHRESH
HELEFREANER HIRRVAEREEIHNE
EREEWE E AW IBERJRRE. HiE
ZERBERT RRFE, RATK A BP WM& (£,
199 B EF WSS M Z I HIEREBS,
REFMAZL R BRI GEEEE , T %%
. TR ARFREE . GF KR EHE AHE
FREBEMBAM Mn.Cu.Co.ND . HEHBEFELR
WX P K SRR R AR AL, LB A 45 8 b, 3t
BENFHMBEE, UBKRBEEEIZANERE.
W 4 2 3 TR UE 45 S R B, LUFE 37 s AL A (154°54
W,9°30'N). (154°10'W, 9°30'N), (154°10'W, 9°50'
N), (15°24' W, 9°50'N) 2 A4 75 X 43 A 8 L B &
4, B RREME, I MBI REF. FLEU
Jb K IR T LA R 0 £, PRS00 1L 0 O, B
SSHRIBALZ; REAUR FERIERE LG, JHE

>5°0 KB LS, WMEE R EE L B R
A K FB KR AT HEME SR HMERE
B Mn,Cu.Co.Ni F R .EHRHERNELREEN
7. WE OC~SHR A EFEZFAKR,FE>
8°Hl X f) 3 ¥ = B 8 B FE MK, Mn, Cu. Ni § B
B~ ER,Co FRNAERE 3 ~7T" X &
BEE O~ IR ERE S BEBER 89.62%,
BWES~I0CHRERER 5 EEKEKR 10.38%,
UHEREESMAERE °~5 MK . JE 0°~
5o X g5 A% B M Mn.Cu.Co.Ni &R B R E 5°~
10°HIX B9 7. 34~14. 15 5 . &R KB R FEEPE
FEMBIX

3 ZRBEY BRI AL

3.1 WRMESERTER

KENBSAEAFER—BAER 0.2 Ma, R
ZREVURNPREZ VIBREREEGAREILTE
LEX . ANERAREZHBELBES FHEER
BAR R s s ER N # 3 % . EEAEBRESEEC
HBEBRT BREBREHET XMAXMET X
AR (4 200 EHEH T XK LI EHE 5~10 kg/
m? f55,CC XA 100~200 LM ERE. B 1
KALLBERY REFMNTARARPEERE. KR
TG BT 447 | sa P B B U T | T ST W T S BT B AR
MELKN, XERRHERTECCRELRBRE
TR EANESFEHMEER.
3.1.1 FXEFBESHTER

WA E iy R E KRS AW L,
MAEMATSENBEPFEREM XL TEANR 4
km® (R T 81,1991), K ¥4 # B4R MK IR
(Bonatti ,1983;1986), 1978 4E Ballard 7E & % KX F
FEWGECQINHI R T BB T IK,1979 £
ERIBENT RIFEILTRKWEEREL M, £
ER M Fe.Cufl Zn ABMBALY, I EFEPE
FRBETEHRHE 1I0m HRRYH 40 cm BH
YRR B R, BEATIEZERE R HiEE Rk 300C
Mz ERBOBESRAT Y. KK TFEEERLK
ZE&BYFE SRR ERREEFERSRE M GRS
%, W R E SR % IE SR AL VR VR AN T R4 4 I 48t
SRR ERERERS MM ERESTESE,
BARAKFERARKRY K P00 HKZEH DSDP 164 FL
(160°WHY M A A CARBREA, . AR AR M, R
WAARS BT REXNSHFHRBEZ KA. DSDP
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Table 7 Nodule abundance.grade and resources amount from artificial neural network estimation

BRBEEE |THEE F- AL (%) FHEERMERE(X10%)
* (kg/m?) | Mn Cu Co Ni FEEE & # & #®
0~1 9.22 |26.62[1.04 | 0.21 | 1.14 | 5645.01 | 1522.37 | 61.88 11. 07 64.08
1~2 9.36 |26.16| 0.96 | 0.23 | 1.18 | 6325.32 | 1684.27 | 66.41 13. 48 76.12
2~3 9.79 [25.59(0.91 | 0.24 | 1.15 | 3248.58 | 839.73 32.72 7.73 39.06
3~4 9.11 [24.99|0.77 | 0.26 | 1.05 | 1658.94 | 415.26 13.83 4.25 17.65
4~5 9.75 |24.71]0.62 | 0.27 | 1.04 | 1463.51 | 362.25 9.31 3.86 15. 47
5~6 9.37 |24.91]0.55|0.27 | 1.11 | 1066.83 | 265.29 6.10 2. 83 11.81
6~7 8.51 |24.89|0.54 | 0.27 | 1.15 | 711.76 178. 44 4.09 1.93 8.25
7~8 9.35 |24.79]0.80 | 0.21 | 1.29 | 173.53 42.97 1.50 0. 37 2.17
8~9 6.49 |24.98|0.65 | 0.21 | 1.36 92. 34 22.38 0.75 0.19 1.19
9~10 7.81 |22.83]0.77 | 0.22 | 1.35 80. 81 19. 01 0.58 0.18 1.07
IACE# (0~10)| 9.33 [25.86| 0.90 | 0.23 | 1.41 | 20466.59 | 5351.98 | 197.15 45. 89 236. 85
IACER (0~5) | 9.40 [25.99| 0.94 | 0.23 | 1.14 | 18341.36 | 4823.88 | 184.14 40. 39 212.37
IALEH(5~10)| 8.83 [24.80| 0.58 | 0.26 | 1.15 | 2125.24 528. 09 13.01 5.50 24. 48
(0~5)/(5~10) | 1.06 | 1.05 | 1.62 | 0.88 | 0.99 8. 63 9.13 14.15 7.34 8.67

163 FL (151 WHRLBE X B A R 4R T 48 R A 4 82 3E
FRAMBY POV IRE. NARXERE
R EESEARS MR BREST, RXEM
FEt R THEPE B E Z & B 4B ¥ RN
E5RKFHEBERTERAEX. B 1997 FX5K.
X EZMERITRY F7PEMBEEM XRD 4
WRraE (S A, 198D TR Y i E & F KA
RRKAFESRSU~1020) . BERA(EFR<EN
ZHRETY. PEANMKAHNEREARLATH,
BEAETY;ERAERFREEIOm)ZEEHR
& ABTEYRE,. SRANEBENAERMKA
A, RRTFHRELERERAERMELE R RE
G GEEXEY YL RS KHEE R IA RSN
BEAE B T Guaymas 2L AH L, BHAKBE, X &
REAER ARATREFAESRFEELUTRAR
By gk L K IE S,
3.1.2 BHER-—RAMABEGRENTER
BUR # (Wilson, 1965)$2H T 6 FpR B
WE.CCRELRKMERETREALMEEZNTH-
RERNEENE. TRERX AIMERERIBR
HvE BB S L T8 S0 AR TR T S L B v X
W ZUHE B BT R XA IS R RN B A T AR TR S
ARKHWER, RRXF RMSEY RYEE. %
H% 99D MK T X Z & R4 Ce [RIAL R FFEHT
R(EOEHA R ARXLITZLEBEHEM e
—1.2~—0.5,F¥ K —0.88, M K 12 4% &

BEBK ec. i 0.8~4.8, ¥ K 2. 7(Amakawa et
al. ,199D), R . FAXZERE K e BSHFH LR
Feee W —1. ) . KFE LR %K (0~500 m,ec.
—1. 21D ec.{H A 3 (Shimizu et al. ,1994) , i K P
HEEREBT . EEFEELH ec.(EMIE
(1.8), XIRUR. AR EERE BT Ce HREA
o2,
®8 X ARXSERBEZT Ce LRI
Table 8 Ce isotope analysis of nodules
from the study areas

EZY; 3 SE KK

FES | ew | ew |aw ki
1725(AHK X)|143. 3701 |9. 1267|5153| HHEEE 0. 0225706 (—0.7
2430(FE X )| 154. 8802 | 9. 1225|5309 [ 3 + MK | 0. 0225698 |—1. 1
2436 (P X)|154. 1277 (9. 1267(4950] ¥ E  |0.0225695|—1.2
2442(F§X)[153. 3745(9. 1268(4873] k¥E |0.0225715[—0.5

138Ce /142Ce| ece

3.2 XLBTER

RBHSSKXLBYT EHREHER. KVFHA
ZHELEE MRE—ERRER B L
LB ERERE—TAER B SRKEE
e —+ BB+ Wl g — B4y . KILRT MR X S
1 5% ) 8. T 5 R, T X S BE s A T T A A 2 ) 4%

© A%, 2001. A F# 5 EIFFEEARY T ROKEHTRHR
. P EREY FRERRTFRERFIT LR,

@ FBEMH% 2001 KFEHECCREERERK Ce RIMARAR-BR
Ce iE#E. FEAREY =REHRF ZEARTIT L IE.
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SRR FESEILSAAE B REE0992)
IR 31. S UE AL LR R K IR, K ILFE
FARBHEBERNEEZ M Z — HEXERM
FKILE B, S FEEEREE , HEE
EBELHATHELELRL, TUEHKLEARAR
EXEBMARBRZ LY E, RREESBYFER
%
3.3 MARHETIEH
BRREHSHEZKERERBRYRIRE, 4
¥ b EEMN LB K PRI 4L B (Arrhenius et
al. ,1964,1965; Bonatti et al. ,1965) , % JK T4 F0
5 Rk BB K . R B K R 4 R T R A LR
R, G TR ER 2 B ) (B 4 )
MRS R LRSI, &% EREXEEKF
Mn,Co.Ni IR L KT RER, % LRERT
EFRI EBEAKFEIBR AP & BN, BW shHb 82
FEKPEBYRATIIERM, T RELE KIS HE
MR AP ER B ANERANEZNERE
HEALREEVHEWETTRA. £LFNTY
B4 b, PGB EEREKY WM, FTERESE
BERET WM.

TR REERETRERY, LA IR
HEE. RIRPULLELEK. EEAK . ERITH
Y, X Mn.Fe FRYBETARAX . HESEEF R
EEBMn EBRBTHER., AREREEEB T
BY, THBRE - MIRYMEBRKREREREET
T, S5 BR ME IR 2 R BB R UL R, E S 3

B BR K & R B UL AL T AR AL, R BUTRY
mERBA. REBRITRY P SEMN R MR
B BE VTR RS N s 2> DR AN, X e B A
VLR X S BIE ALK AR FHE X, R X2 RA R
. AXUVRBEERNE . ARGEEFEHEMN
BERRBRAEY, BRFHFEEH 1 A KK Fe
HTEMALS TESERNSHAERX. KX LM
MR EBEUER N E . EREBRDEFERET
RUTRY, LB KA on R R 2D 3k A B DU 4y 38 8 5
P, B #% U Mn 6K (Mn.Cu.Ni.Zn) &
ERhE. AREEPREFTEYHR DT ALS 5 &
K. RGREZRITEY (EBE,1986)# Mn Fl Fe X
IEMX, ETIRY (K E5T,1991,1993) #* Mn.Fe
MR FEE R=0. 85, AR X VLY + Mn.Fe X R
B R=0.64, M &5+ Mn.Fe HXE¥ N R=—
0. 87 AR M RG 2R 1R 18 B B 48 2 TR0 B K E 3%
UURRYH Mn 5 Fe ¥4 EM X BN S 2
Z &R, Mn fl Fe B R AMK, XRHLZ P
Mn.Fe RR 5P+ Mn.Fe XKEAFFRHNER,
KRBT BERA, VIRY S Mo Fe SEFEHE
T AA PR, & MRS Mn 1 Fe 454 300
By, MR Y & Mn.Fe ) H % t58 8 18 A %t
B, K+ 5 Mn . Fe A2 IEAHX, HAHXBER
EERFEEEMMBE, LR RENTIBIERE R
AR THRE MRXEBRY K ALUBEENZRE
TR S Mn.Fe & BRIK; 4 68 5 EK,
TSRk E . KILERMBAEERMEX RS,

®9 R BEXGZ.ARY.ERKKM LHKH Mn.Fe SRREELHE

Table 9 Mn,Fe contents in nodules,sediments,pore water and overlaying water

me REVRYFHE )

BT HED

[E Bk (X1076) EHEAK(X1076)

X e |FRPE| AR AKX |PRFH

K AX (i) AR (i3 AKX

Mn 0. 09 0. 57 0.53
Fe 3.54 3.50 4. 66 4.37 12. 30
Mn/Fe 0. 025 0.16 0.11 0. 07 1.53

REA YK 26 27 18 18 35

0. 29 18. 34

25. 61 31.13 67 42
9. 28 4.33 175 101 11. 00 6.73
2.76 7.19 0. 38 0.42 0. 068 0. 059

30 30 7 6 5 6

0.75 0. 40

34 BRFE.BEESER)MEIESH
3.4.1 BEHMEITEMHIERERSH

AR X SR 3 B 2 P R R TE W B (F )%
B % Hb B S IR R E 1 D3 T I e, B U R 8 3 TR
HEFR 5~6 km BB . LABE Y B 1 B4R A9
WEN 1B HEA BT, HFEER 10~12 km,
342 GRER.KEZEXHEBESSH

REAF AL (BHENBEREBHE/EHMAR

REBE=RFZH, A 143°14' ~143°11'W HEY
5.5 km, X R MG BERE R 10%~35%, X HEH
BERERXBEESFE;143°11 ~143°09' W #E
9.9 km, B HF N 0~10%, N {KH 35 2 ;143°
09’ ~143°03'W #HIE 6.6 km, ERBEER Y FF3)
10%~35% , AR = 3, M 143°14' ~143°02' W, 4
FE22. 0 km B EBEREH T “B—R—E "2k,
GUBEEHRAMK L N EEAERSHFY 15 km,
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3.4.3 ZEE.REEHEHBEESSW
AXEENEFERRRMOE, FEMME

K ERAfFEENEFILEAERTE I URK

BB X BB, £ B 0.00~12. 45 kg/m*, P FF

5 kg/m?, ¥ AL (Cu+Co+Ni)2. 92% . HHEE
E>5kg/m? HEEE, <5 kg/m? AEEE. A
ARG EERRFEEER 6 km 3 13 km XF
HI(E 10,

®10 FRANBET . KREELIHHNEARERSH

Table 10 Interval distance analysis with nodule abundance variation

A5 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
¥ ERE 5.15 | 4.34 | 7.02 | 6.01 | 4.47 | 2.69 | 5.92 | 6.59 | 2.71 | 2.16 | 8.11 | 4.57 | 4.85
FER5 [ 1% = [ & & [ =1 L3 % =1 1% 1%
HFREE A (km) AL | 6.60 | 7.26 | 6.54 | 7.13 | 6.64 | 7.21 | 6.71 | 6.97 | 6.65 | 7.30 | 6.85 | 7.10
it (km) 0.00 | 6.60 | 13.86 | 20.40 | 27.53 | 34.17 | 41.38 | 48.09 | 55.06 | 61.71 | 69.01 | 75.86 | 82. 96
11.0
;-‘/E 5.5F C\
= \L \\\ (\ ; /\ D
EBERAZE (%
0 0-5 5-10 10-1515-20 20-2525-30 30-35 >35
0.0 1 1 1 1
0.0 5.5 11.0 16.5 22.0 27.5

BE B (km)

B4 RXMEMBEMIE SRERRSME

Fig.4 Nodule coverage distribution with topography variation in typical district

RREGEE BRE WENNIHRA, X
ZHBIAER —B EARAZBEEN 10~15 km,
ERSIEX=EFFANFRRR, ERFENES
RE WG B EERERG BRI,
HEBRBRLk—EE W E RS BIE R,
o BR U b B4R P R B G T P B R e T
W K& 3R A B R R K/ (Macdonald et al. ,
1983;1988),

4 2

BEAKRFHECCRXELBEXRFEEMMBAY
RBASW, BT AT, AR TN T LR %S
B, 456 1R TE RIE RI » 53 AR SR 1 A 3 F
VIR, X TE R E & RERN Y FORE . EY B
R AEARDT

(OERESIEIAR A XERAERS S

FTHER BRABEXBHARX S BFaHHEd
Mn 455 E Mn.Cu.Ni,Zn,Fe 4 5t & Fe,Co, Ti,
Sr,mHRATE SLALK, AYPHILE Ca.P 4 A
FEEBEmANTERNKLBRTIERASBAEXYE
BEERIATWEMES TR E N
BEEMAXBEZEMN 89.62%, W E >4
R 10.38%.

OFEBKHUE%NRFEERSRFESZ S
B4, BERAE MEY /ERARA R LIE R &6
HEERBEBT IR,

DXRBESKUBRTERAMZREEHRER
f# K Fe.Mn.Cu,Co,Ni 4 J& ¥k B 8 1, fin
HEEBERKAE, SRR EHEEY M. BRABE
BHREEM .

WERKFHBENBREY KES B A —
B AT NESNSFBRER SR ELH, RER&K
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B E R CC RELREBRM AT KB R MK
HEHE.

GOFRXHUBMBREREE BER5HELA
—HEKRABERN 10~15 km, GEE) #E R
M ERHEE, FENEZRZHIPEH HEREF
Hb B A A R X 5 VR FE R R e RT BB R R
ERBHEREEKXNEEREE,CC XREEREH
PRI IA T M S 4 28 FIG I 4 7K 1 3h i — Fh BE TR 3K
MIFEEHIRE R AR E, RN ER
HBRESZSBERTEERMWHBIXLRARFEAR
BEHR.

FREBI(FEREY =REHARFRDE)
MESRDY, REITRIEME IR REAEE
7 et 2 A i N 5 R SR A YR
BET . ERHEMRR.BXERRASERSFFEHM
KEZERKBAELEARNFEE TE, Al—
FHX AT R AR OB
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in the Eastern Pacific
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Abstract -

The study areas are located in the western part of the Clarion-Clipperton Fracture Zone (CCZ) in the east-
ern Pacific. A series of geological and geophysical investigations, including measurement of abundance and
grade of Polymetallic nodules and Seabeam topography, photography and coverage by. the deep-tow television
camera as well as seismic reflection, have been carried out during the past years. The integrated study revealed
the following points. (1) There is a difference between the east district and the west district in chemical compo-
nents and shapes of nodules, but the difference is not obvious based on the cluster analysis. (2) The factor anal-
ysis shows that the four elément assemblages of polymetallic nodules are Mn, Cu, Ni; Zn, Fe, Co, Ti and Sr;
Si, Al and K; and Ca and P. (3) In the west district, the material sources of nodules are mainly from chemical
deposits of metal elements in the overlying water. Submarine volcanism increase the enrichment and abundance
of the nodules. The nodules are mainly distributed in areas with slopes <(5° (about 89. 62% of the total) and
sesondarily in the areas with slopes >5°(about 10. 38%) according to the results of the trend analysis and arti-
ficial neural network analyéis. (4)In the east district, the abundance, coverage and seafloor feature of the nod-
ules are varied similarly with the significant distance of faicies change being 10~15 km. Metallic materials of
the nodules are mainly derived from deep-seated mantle through openings of the basaltic oceanic crust and fault-
s, which provide abundant materials for the formation and growth of the nodules. Gological processes such as
activities of magma chambers should affect the distribution of nodules. (5) The formation of the polymetallic
nodule belt in the CCZ is attributed to the effect of resources of plate tectonics and seafloor spreading, and the

reworking of the late-stage supergene geological processes.

Key words: the eastern Pacific; polymetallic nodule; material source; distribution characteristics
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