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Fig. 1 Yellow/red cards of GGN/UGGp revalidations from 2004 ~2019
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A review of the evaluation system of UNESCO Global Geoparks

ZHANG Jianping" , JIN Xiaochi®
1) Geoheritage Research Center, China University of Geosciences, Beijing, 100083 ;
2) Institute of Geology, Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences, Beijing, 100037

Abstract : Global Geopark came into being in 2004, with a strong support of UNESCO ( United Nations
It became UNESCO Global Geopark in 2015, a new
designation of UNESCO. Despite a short history, it has demonstrated great development potential, because its

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization ).

philosophy is in line with the current world development trend. The expert-driven mode, together with the on-site
evaluation and subsequent regular revalidation system, plays a key role in its healthy, rapid and high-quality
development of Global Geoparks. Based on the revalidation results from 2004 to 2020 and the author’ s evaluation/
revalidation practice, this paper reviews the procedure, evaluation team and methods of the Global Geopark
evaluation system, and analyses the revalidation results, in order to find out the possible reasons of red/yellow
cards and propose corresponding improvement measures. This paper would provide useful information to Global
Geopark researchers, managers and staff members.
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