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Fig. 1 Rock images; (a) silistone; (b) peridotite; (c¢)
granite; (d) diabase; (e) rhyolite; (f) syenite
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Fig. 2 Microscopic images of rock thin sections :

(a) coarse-grained granite; (b) granite pegmatite
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Fig. 4 X-ray diffraction spectra of rock samples 9% K (nm)
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Lithology identification: Method, research status and
intelligent development trend
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XU Guanglu” , LI Shan” , HAN Tao” , SHI Heng"
1) Geotechnical and Structural Engineering Research Center, Shandong University, Jinan, 250061 ;
2) China School of Qilu Transportation, Shandong University, Jinan, 250061 ;
3) Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences, Beijing, 100037 ;
4) China Deep Exploration Center, SinoProbe Center, Beijing, 100094

Abstract: Lithology identification is basic and important for geological work. Traditional lithology
identification method is overwhelmingly dependent on manual experience and geological expertise, which is time-
consuming and highly professional. Besides, it is vulnerable to subjective factors, resulting in unsatisfactory
accuracy. We review the traditional lithology identification methods, then summarize the latest intelligent
identification methods. Finally, we detailed introduce the intelligent identification methods based on rock images,
microscopic images, images and element data fusion. The accuracy of intelligent lithology identification based on
images can reach more than 90%. The lithology identification based on images and element data fusion can alleviate
the influence of factors on accuracy such as high image similarity and apparent characteristics of weathering
damage. We deem that the current research on intelligent lithology identification is still in its infancy and cannot
meet the engineering needs. Combining the advantage of various data sources and using machine learning to deeply
mine the internal correlation between rock elements, minerals, spectra and apparent features is conducive to
breaking through the limitation of single source information and realizing rapid and accurate lithology identification.

Keywords: lithology identification; deep learning; artificial intelligence; fusion identification; image
identification
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