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NEW OBSERVATIONS OF THE NANKOU SECTION
Xiao Zongzheng
(Burean of Geology and Mineral Resources of Beijing Municipality)
Abstract

The Western Hill of Beijing has long been known as the cradle of the geolo-
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gical work of China. Chinese and foreign geologists have attached much importance
to it all the time.

The upper Precambrian Nankou section is one of the earliest sections studied
in detail in China. It was called the classic section. of the Precambrian of China

(J. S. Lee, 1939).

F. Von.Richthofen (1869) studied the Nankou section and defined the Nankou
Limestone and the Sinian. Prof. A. W. Grabau (1922—1923) discussed the Sinian
and amended its concept. He described some stromatolites from the Nankou section.

Veteran Chinese geologists such as H. T. Chang and W. H. Wong (1916), C. C.
Tien (1923) and C. S. Kao (1934) used to do field geological work in Nankou. C. C.
Tien’s “Sinian Stratigraphy and Paleontology of Nankou” is an important summary
of the Nankou section and has laid a foundation for the study of the.sesction.

Since liberation in 1949, Chinese geologists have made tremendous progress in
regional geology, stratigraphy, petrology, lower and upper boundaries of the Sinian,
stromatolites, micropaleobotany, paleogeographic analysis and stratigraphical corre:
lation.

To sum up, the Nankou section, easily accessible and having good outcrops, a
distinct top and bottom, abundant fossils, a long history of research and a good
geographical position (near the tourist line leading to the Great Wall), has become

more and nore significant in geology as well in economy.
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