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Abstract

This paper briefly deals with the material of the radius (proximal fragment)
of Ssvapithecus lufengensis recently found in China. This is the first record of the
radius of S. lufengensis so far known in the world. In this paper the kinships among
human being, great apes of Africa and S.lufengensis are also discussed.

This material, labelled TNA 0001, was unearthed in the original horizon of the
site of S. lusfengensis by the authors (except Lin) in March 1985. It is housed in the
Museum of Natural History of Tiajin.

The material shares all the traits of the proximal part of the radius of extant
apes; however, the former is more robust than the latter (except gorilla), which
may imply its primitive character. In measurements, it is found that it is closer to
that of chimpazee (African age) than that of orangutan (Asian age). Therefore it
is identified as S. lufengensis rather than S. inidcus. Only the latter is considered to
be the ancestor of orang-utan (Asian age), while S. lufengensis is considered to be
the ancestor of human being and great agpes of Africa (Wu et al., 1986).

The conclusion drawn independently from the study of the radius fossil is con-
sistent with the above-mentioned conclusion.
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