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ON TERRANE

Li Chunyu (C. Y. Lee)

(Institute of Geology, Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences)

Abstract

Over the last few years, many tectonic geologists have paid great attention to
tectonostratigraphic terrane, or called terrane for short. Some people even consider
the study of it as the mew direction in the current study of tectomics. Some enthu-
siasts for the new concept have proposed the follow.ing definition for the terramne,

(1) it is an allochthonous block, merged with a pre—existing landmass; (2) its
geological history, sedirnentary facies and tectomic evolution are utterly different from
the geologic bodies in its meibourhood; and (3) it is in faulted contact with its
surrounding geologic bodies. D. G. Howell et al. classified the terranes into four ca-
tegories, i. e. stratigraphic, metamorphic, disrupted and composite terranes. In reading
literature, the author realizes that plate tectonics can not be manifested by a single
model and that attention must be paid to the terrane problem relating to plate te-
ctonics. But there are too many terms related to the terrane. Sometimes their co-
nnotations are so unclear that there is some confusion when using them. For exam-
ple, when the relations of a geologic body with its adjacent conterparts are unclear
with respect to the structure, geological history and paleogeographical environments,
the geologic body is called “suspect terrane”. The whole of China is' divided into
33 suspect terranes by somebody, which means that the geology of China as a whole
is not clear. What problems can solved in this doing? The author maintains that it

is mnecessary to clarify the connotation of the term “terrane” and be prudent when
using it.
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