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THE EARLIEST STROMATOLITE ASSEMBLAGE IN THE SINIAN
SUBERATHEM IN THE YANSHAN AREA AND ITS
STRATIGRAPHIC SIGNIFICANCE

Xiao Zongzheng
(Beijing lusiitute of Geology)

Abstract

The Sinian suberathem is widespread and well developed in the Yanshan area.
Furthermore, stromatolites are very rich and varied. At the bottom of the Chua-
nglingkou Formation, we have first found stromatolites with kidney and bean strac-
tures of Suanlong type iron ore. In the upper part of the Chuanglingkou Formation
intercalations of dolomites and stromatolites have been found, too. The horizon of
the stromatolites and their assemblage are persistent in the Yanshan area. As a
result, this assemblage of stromatolites became an index on the basis of which
stratigraphy can be subdivided and correlated.

The main elements are:Eucapsiphora, Gruneria, Kussiella, Cryptozoon etc.
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