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LOTUS THRONE iIN THE LOTUS CAVE IN YANGSHUO

Zhu Xuewen, Zhu Dehao and Wang Xunyi

(Institute of Karst Geology, Ministry of Geology)

Abstract

The lLotus cave is so named be-
cause a peculiar speleothem-—stone
lotus—occurs in the cave. This cave
is developed in the relict oolitic-
-psammitic crystalline limestone of
the Rongxian Formation of the Upp-
er Devonian. There are a few dozens
of lotus thromes of different sizes in
a hall about 870 sq.m in area and
1.5-2.2 m in height. Separate lotus
thrones are round in form, about 1.5
m across and 37cm in height, wher~
eas those that grow in combination

may have a diameter as much as a

few metres. The top and base surfa-
ces of the lotus thrones are at their
respective levels. There are a lot of
cave pearls in the thrones. Based
on observations, the authors consider
that lotus thrones are “dripstones in
water”formed by combined action of
dripping water from the roof of a
cave and surface flow on the floor.
They grow concentrically and conti-
nuously from the center outwards and
upwards with the gradual rise of the
pod water.
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