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DOUBTS ABOUT THE QOMOLANGMA NAPPES

Zhang Xinbao

(Chengdu lInstitute of Geography, Academia Sinica)

In this paper doubts are put for-
ward concerning the validity of the
Qomolangma nappes described by Pan
Yusheng. The author holds that a
series of gently northward dipping
faults between the Precambrian crys-
talline rocks and the overlying strata
in the Zhangzi Peak-Rongbusi. area
north of Mt. Qomolangma are not pro-
ducts of southward overthrusting of
the nappe structure, but those of nor-
thward sliding of a gigantic ancient
sliding mass. From an analysis of the

Abstract

-geological and topographical data- i
this area it seems that the precipitous
north slope of Mt. Qomolangma should
be the -back-wall of the ancient sliding
mass, while the north col may be re-
garded as the depression thereof; the -
weak, low-grade metamorphic series.
between Ordovician limestones and cry-
stalline rocks may be regarded as the
slip zone, while the upper and lower
faults, the slip planes of the top and
bottom of the zone.
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