MEMOKIAL OF YATSENG T. CHAO

The death of Mr. ¥ T. Chao at the hands of bandits in Yunnan is @
tragedy. the magnitude of which few can realize, and a loss to China which 1>
absoluteiy irreparable. Modern science in China is so young and able men ol
science are so few, that the ruthless cutting off, at the very threshold of his
career, of the ablest and most promising young scientist that China has cver

* had,.is a national calamity.

: Mr. Chao was one of my first students in China. Almost from the
beginning I recognized that he was one of those exceptional types destined to
become a leader in his chosen field of science. I have been engaged for more
than 30 years in training young men fora scientific career, and J can truth-
fully say that in atl that time I have never had one of whom I have had greater
expectations, and a more confident belic{ in the certainty of future achieve-
ment than I have had of Mr. Chao. He was a brilliant refutation of the
charge sometimes made by superficial western observers, that "the Chinese
mind is not adapted to critical scientific work. Mr. Chao was as critical, as
s accurate, as pn'instaking'and as unsl:a'ring ol hin:self in his work as any young
. man whom it has ever been my lot to know. OI robust health, great pll)lsical
vigour, posscssed of a driving ambition, which was nevertheless held in check
by a keen mind, and determined to become the master of his subject, he was
of that type of student that delights the teacher cngaged iu training specialists
for the exploration of new fields, and makes him feel that his work has not
heen in vain and that it will be carried forward when he himself relinquishes it.

Even belore graduation Mr. Chao began his research work and after
his four student years with me, at the National University, he became my
assistant and at the same time a junior member of the Geological Survey
where he soon -rose to become a valued member of its stafl of geologisis and
palacontologists. He might have taken for its own the motto adopted by the
oldest scientific academy of the world, Nungram Qtiosus, Tor he was ceasclessiv
active at the work which he loved, and which meant more to him than
opportunitics for advancement and pecuniary gain. Mr. Chao had many oflers
of positions whicl wounld have gained him a comfortable livelihood and mucl
prestige an;ong his fellow men, but he preferred to remain quictly in the
laboratorv of the Survey and carry on his research work. And that work
was thorougli. Realizing the importance of foreign literature, he set about,
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after having mastered English, so that he spoke and wrote it with remarkable
fluency, to become thoroughly conversant with German and French, and he
had even begun the difficult task of acquiring a knowledge of the Russian
language. With japanese, he was perfectly familiar. He was a critical
student, but he also'was an extremely modest one, and never undervalued the
work done bv others. Indeed, he had 2 young man’s reverence for the -great
_names in his science, and always thought of himself"as a beginner and "hoped -
some day to achieve and gain a position where he might be a worthy

representative of his country and his nation among the brotherhood of
scientific men.

For a man only six years out of college, Mr. Chao’s contributions to
lhis science are exceptional. He has published four mlonographs in the
Palaéontologia Sinica and they arc absal'utely his own work, .althongh he was
always ready and indeed eager to accept advice and criticism. He has aso
published many shorter papers. I consider his work thorough, critical,
scientific, and in every wav equal to the best typé of work done in this field
elsewhere. Not content with mere laboratery work, he again and again took
the field to investigate the stratigraphic relations and make careful collections
of fossils from the formations in which he was interested. He was engaged in
{ield-work when he met his end. '

Mr. Chao was a critical observer of details in .the field, Professo:
Arnold Heim, wlho spent some time in the field with him, has testified to
Mr. Chao'’s exceptional qualifications as a stratigrapher and during our many
discussions of stratigraphic relationships I learned thoroughly to apprecié.te
his ability as an observer, and his critical analysis of observations. That
stratigraphic and palaeontological science has gone forward by leaps and
bounds in China, is in no small measure due to Mr. Chao, whose own restless
activity was a constant spur to his colleagues and his younger associates.

And with it all he was a man of exceptional likeability. His modesty,
and his appreciation of the werk of others, endeared him to his
teachers and older colleagues as well as to visiting men of science, with whom
he came in contact. He had many correspendents among scientific men in
. other countries who helped his work with advice and with material loaned or
exchanged. With his young colleagues'he was on exceptional friendly terms
and he was a good teacher and cager exponent of the science to the young
men of the succeeding classes in college and of those picked few of these who
were accepted as junior members on the Survey.
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Science has lost one of its most earnest and most promising devotees.
China has lost one of its future lea-ders, and we, his teachers and colleégues,
have lost a valued friend and eo-worker. But China’s loss is the greatest. It
has urgent need for every one of its builders on the slowly rising temple of
science, and of its master builders before all,

Let the Nation mourn, for tiie loss is National,

Yatseag T. Chzo was born in 1898 in Li Hsien, Hopei province, North
China, grac_luated in 1923 from the Geological Department of the National
University of Peking. Entered to the Geological Survey service in the same
year. Promoted to geologist of senior class in 1926 and in charge of the
Palaeontological Laboratory of the Survey in 1927. Recipient of First
Scientific Price awarded by the Chinra Foundation for the promotion and
education and culture. Killed by bandits during his field work at Cha Hsin
Chang of Chao Tung district, North Yunnan, on Nov, 16, 1929.

By Amadeus W. Grabau (signed)
Peiping, November 28, 1929,
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