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PROBLEMS CONCERNING THE LOWER LIMIT OF
QUATERNARY IN CHINA

Cao Zhaoyuan Yu Qinghe Liu Lansou He Peiyuan

(Institute of Geomechanics, Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences)

Abstract

This paper discusses the problems concerning the Lower limit of Quaternary in
China by means of data of Quaternary glaciogeology, magnetostratigraphy, spore and
pollen analysis, vertebrate paleontology, palaecanthropology and cultural traces, neotec-
lonies, ete. The present tendency of multi-subject research seems to indicate that the
lower limit of quaternary should be set below Renjianas moraine, Taigu moraine,
first Sanmenxia moraine, Longchuan moraine, Jinsha-Anning moraine and Jingxian
moraine, with an age of about 3.5—4.0m.y. This boundary line between Tertiary and
Quaternary clearly separates different periods of geological development and evolution.
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