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GENERALIZATION OF THE CHINESE FENGNINIAN AND
THE CHARACTERISTICS OF ITS CORAL FAUNA

C. C. Yu Lin Yingdang
(Changchun Geologic Institute)'

Abstract

Spreading widely in many provinces of China except the North China platform
and a few oldlands, the Fengninian strata in Northwest China are usually thick in
Sinkiang and much thinner in Kansu, while.in Southwest. China they are, in general,
very thick in Xweichow but become thinner as they extend toward the mnortheast:
During the Fengninian there were some geosynclines in “which volcanic activities: oe-
curred.

Basing on the study of corals, the Fengninian may. be classified into four coral
zones which are traceable throughout China. The zonal corals are of great signifi-
cance in the classification and correlation of the Chinese Fengninian.

The Fengninian heterocorals are widely distributed. The Hexaphyllia horizon’ is
rather stable and appears in the Yuanophyllum zone of the Late Tatang age. The
genus Cleistopora found also in South China has its vertical range so long that it
can no longer be regarded as the zonal fossil at the base of the.Fengninian. The
septal development of the genus Cystophrentis is so characteristic that it affords an
important clue for the study of the relationship between the Rugosa and Hexacoralla.

The Fengninian Shangssu member is equivalent in horizon to the D.—D, zones
of West Europe but*the Namurian ammonites such as Eumorphoceras, Homoceras ete.
have never been found together with the zonal coral—Yuanophyllum. Therefore, any
formation with the Namurian zonal ammonites can ot be included in the Shangssu
member. Thus it is more correct to regard the Namurian as the lower part of the
Middle Carboniferous.
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