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SOME QUESTIONS ON THE CLASSIFICATION OF RELIEF TYPES
IN KARST REGION IN SOUTH CHINA

TsenG CHIU-SUEN

(Summary)

1. Lapié may be divided into two classes according to their developmental char-
acters: 1) The bare Lapié, mainly corrosion by runoff; 2). The covered Lapié, mianly
developed- under the soil cover.

2. The Aven type may be divided into two types according to their hydrological
characters as follows: 1) Aven of the runoff-torrent typé; 2) Inlet hole and outlet hole
of the river. ,

3. 'The depression area (basins) may be divided into six types according to its
developmental stages, such as: Sink hole, Doline, Doline of deep-sunk type, Blind valley
type depression, Complex depression basin (Uvala), Karst lake (natural ponds (GR3),
dragon ponds (Fzi#), etc.). ‘

4, Blind valley may be divided into two classes: 1) Blind valley mainly deve-

loped from a gully bed (“Banka” in Russian); 2) Blind valley developed from the
disappearance of a river. , '

5. The characters of the karst gorge may be noted on: 1) Steep valley slope with
Lapiés; 2) The hanging valley occured in the place where the branches meet the main
trench; 3) Horizontal caves occured in the valley side which is related to.the different
water-level of the river (flood level, low water level, etc.).

6. The U-shape (##43) valley may be devided into thtee types according to their
developmental stages: 1) Flat bottom U-shape valley (with rivers); 2) Unflat bottom
U-shape valley; 3) U-shape valley with thick slope deposits on the valley side.

Polié——seems not well-devoloped in our region.

7. Corrosion plains (“Karstrandebene” in German) and cotrosion basins would be
divided into the following types according to their forms and structures: 1) Lapiés
plain CAFZER); 2) Corrosion plain (¥ EhZEF); 3) Rolling plain with depression bas-
ins; 4) Tableland with karst phenomana (B4t &H#); 5) Tableland with lapiés (H
3EHH); 6) Highland with karst phenomana. (W& #rdsfl &),

8. Rock-peaks (A 1l1) may be divided into two main types according.to their deve-
lopmental characters: 1) Rock-peaks in the forest landscape; 2) Rock mass with a
group of peaks.

The first type may again be divided into two sub-types:

(1) Crustering sub-type. .
(2) Isolated sub-type.

9. Horizontal caves are the most important type in our region. It may be divided
into five types as follows: side caves (i), window caves (Z21f]), foot caves (JHI{F),
upper-side caves (FELTER ), lower-side caves (R 1R).

The relief form of the cave deposits are: Stalactites, calcium concretions -and calcari-
ous terraces.

The corrosion relief forms are: stone boilers (F45) and the wave traces (ZKJE).
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