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THE METAMORPHIC BELT OF THE AI-LAO-SHAN
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(SummARry)

The Ai-Laoshan extends along the southwestern bank of the Red River in the Yunnan pro-
vince and further stretches northwestward into the Tali district and southeastward into the Yuehnan
territory.

During the Archean the ailaoshan was composed of an clongated NW-SE belt of subsidence
with a series of geosynelinal sedimentation of great thickness. These sediments were in turn intruoed
successively by acid, medium to basic igneons rocks. In the latter part of the Archaean intense
folding of the¥e sediments took place, as it is manifested by the severe metamorphism of the sediments
together with the intrusives of the earlies period. This metamorphic belt was subsequently elevated
as land, with subsidence along its northeastern and southwestern flanks, The northeastern flank is
characterized by the thick sedimentation of the Triassic calcareous rocks, while the southwestern
flank has been deposited with the Taleozoic sediments. Along this flank at the end of lower
Permian there were big extrusions of basalt lava flows and numerous intrusions of basic to ul-
trabasic rocks. The Ailaoshan metamorphic belt-is demarcated on the northeast by the Red River
Fault and on the south westwest by the Ailaoshan overthrust, thus constituting a distinct NW-SE
running belt of Metamorphic rocks.
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