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THE DISCOVERY OF SINOKANNEMEYERIA PEARSONI YOUNG

IN THE YENCHANG SERIES AS A MEANS OF ASCERTAINING

THE AGE OF THE FAUNA AND THE STRATIGRAPHICAL SUC-
CESSION OF THE TRIASSIC BEDS IN WUHSIANG, SHANSI

KanG SHeN-P1AO

(Geological Section Peking Planning Bureau Ministry of Hydraulic

and Electric Powers)
ABSTRACT

In the Triassic beds along the Yellow River basin within the provinces of Shansi and
Shensi, the reptilian fossil remains of Sinokannemeyeria pearsoni Young were extensively
found. The present collection of various fossil remains was taken from the two localities:
Loyuikou, Hsin district, Shansi, and Lochiatan, Shenme district, Shensi. They were found
in the purplish dark brown argillaceous beds, both underlain and overlian by the arkosic
sandstone and micaceous sandy shale. In the latter shale series the following plant fossils
as determined by Hsu Jen were collected: Neocalamites carrerei (Zeiller) Halle, Danaeop-
sis fecunda Halle, Neocalamites carcinoides Harris, Coniopteris hymenophylloides Brongn.

Neocalamites carrerei (Zeiller) Halle is generally considered to be derived from the
beds of fLias to Rhaetic in age. Danaecopsis fecunde Halle could not last to later than
Keuper-Rhaetic period. They were never found in the Jurassic sediments. So Prof. P'an
Chung-hsiang ascertained the age of the Yenchang Series as Keuper-Rhaetic.

The bed which contains Sinokannemeyeria pearsoni Young was considered to be upper
Triassic in age by Prof. C. C. Young. From 1955—1956 the Vertebrate Paleontological
Laboratory of Academia Sinica further found at Yingchiao and Shikpi of the Wuhsiang
district, Shansi, a kind of Cotylosauria, designated as Neoprocolopkon; a kind of Dicyno-
dontia as Lystrosaurus and Sinokannemeyeria pearsoni Young. Such a fauna Prof. C. C.
Young named as the Wuhsiang fauna and ascertained to be of lower Triassic in age.
From the study of Prof. C. C. Young there arise three questions:

1. The bed, which contains Sinokannemeyeria pearsoni Young fossil remain, can be
qualified as a distinct Triassic horizon in Wuhsiang, Shansi.

2. 'The question of the age of the Shihchienfeng and the Yenchang Series; it is pos-
sible that the Yenchang Series is to be of lower Triassic in age?

3. The question of correlation of the Wuhsiang fauna with that of the Karoo System
of South Africa.

From the writer's geological data that the Sinokannemeyeria pearsoni fossil remains
have been extensively found in the Yenchang Series, the Wuhsiang fauna can not be con-
sidered as a distinct fossil horizon. As mentioned in the text, the Yenchang Series should
be considered as upper Triassic, Keuper-Rhaetic, in age. The Karoo System contains beds
of uppermost carboniferous rocks up to the basal parts of the Jurassic sediments. Hence
such a correlation with the Wuhsiang fauna yields some difficulty.
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