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SOME PETROGRAPHICAL STUDY ON THE COALS FROM
THE TAIYUAN AND SHANSI SERIES ALONG THE MIDDLE
FEN VALLEY, SHANSI, WITH REFERENCE TO THE
DETERMINATION OF THE RANKS OF THE
VARIOUS CCALS CONSIDERED

Tune MiING-sHAN
(Ministry of Geology)

The present article first outlines the various features of the coals in the Tai-
yuan and Shansi Series as revealed from macroscopic & microscopic studies so
as to classify them into groups in accordance with the ingredients of coals. Secondly
based on such data, apart from the various metamorphic effects, which have
dominant influence on the ranks of coal, the characteristics of the different coal-
petrographical groups and the ratio of the contents of the micro-component must
be also taken into consideration in the determination of coal ranks. The author
points out the cause of the difference existing between thz classification into stages
of metamorphism of the coals according to the coal-petrographical studics and
the classification into rz.inks according to chemical technological expsriments. This
deviation is chiefly derived from the group-sample taken for the chemical techno-
logical experiments has overlooked the stratigraphical relations of various coal-
seams, while the specimens studied under coal-petrography reflects the true geo-
logical setting of the same.

In conclusion, it is suggested in the future study of coal ranks in this region
we must (1) take into consideration of the areal variation of ths coal-petrographi-
cal features of one and the same coal-seam; (2) carry on extensive regional
studies of coal-petrography as well as the study on the cycle of sedimentation;
(3) use polished sections of larger size for statistics in the study of the relation

of the micro-components of coal.
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