LT

40 Bulletin of the Geologucal Society of Cliina

JADE, ITS HISTORICAL VALUE TO CHINESE PEOPLE
AND ITS NOMENCLATURE

HY B T. CHANG

WHAT IS Yl

The name Yii (jade) as used by Chinese denotes Nephrite, a species
of the amphibole group. What I an going to discuss in the present paper
is not the mineralogical character of the subject, but its relation with the
Chipsesa history,

THE.USES OF Y§ AND ITS SOURCE OF SUPPLY

When did China begin to know end to use jnde? By reading
history, I am only eble to say thet it was about the time when Chinese history
was first known by writlen record, i.e. in the reign of Huang-Ti (% o
95082697 B.C.). He used it to adorn his military weapons.) When he
assigned political divisions and appointed officials, the jade was'again used for
making *the so calied kueh (£E), a tablet conferred upon the officials to show

_ their respective dignity, autbority and feudsl rank. (2

But Yii was known to occur only in Sinkisng (¥ ), Yd Tien
(F ), Tsung-Ling (# # the Belurtagh Mountains in Turkestan) and
Kun Lung (B 4) ,but not in Chine proper. . Huang-Ti wes also said by various
historical records to have frequently visited the region of Tsung Ling and
Kon Lung. It is said in Shan Hai-Ching and Hsi-Shan-Ching thei Huang-
Ti collected the jade from Mih Shan (¥ |Ij) and transported it to the south
of Chang Shan £ 1lf (anotber name for the Kun Lung Mts.).

These facta seem necessarily to lead to the conclusion that communica-
tion between China and the West at that time wag very convenient and the
gamo facts have suggested the ides that western people came from the Chinese
region. Those who hold this opinion base it on olher. gvidénba, bat this ia
not the place for the detailed discussion of the problem althongh it is
undoubtedly ture that Yii mast have heen supphied by the"vba_st;arn regions

1} Based on Yueh.Bhu-Sho. # ¥ .
2} Based on the hivgraphy of Huang'Ti. &F & B i M
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and - was ﬁrs’c introdaced into China by Huang-Tl no matler where he
. originated. Moraovar, the name, Yii, appears simultaneously with the very-
begmnmg of Chmesa history.

THE J ADE .-lf...\'.

I‘rom the time of WuTi (F %, “Five Emperors’ 2206-2647 B.C.)
to San-Tai (= X, “Three Dynasties’ 247-2205 B. C.,) the use of Yi in
Chivae was especinlly prevalenf. For 'various purpoges such as dlplomatlc
intercourse, official appomt.mant, religious worship, funerals, war, ornament
and presentation it wes always-required. In Chow-Shu (8 #%) it is said:
“Wo-wang (5% ) captured from the Shan dynasty (%) 14,000 pieces of
. used jade and 180,000 pieces of jade for ornamental purposes( R I HRKE
BMF REEHFAE). How commonly the jade was nsed, becornes evident
" from these emormous fignres, That wes tho kge of bronze, bui it Is not
unreasonsable.for one to call it also the Jade age, beceuse both were of equal

]mporta.nce

Since the period of San-Tai, the imporiation of jade seerns fo have
beon reduced. Down to the time of T'ang (J#) and Sung (5R) only the false
iade named ‘“Mien” (3R) was usod in ceremonies instead of Yi. After
the fall of the Han dynasty (#) the praclice of wearing jade articles had long
heen forgotten though it is siill often found in the history that Yi was
frequently imported from Yii Tien. Such geographical names as Yi Ho
(% #)and Yii Chou(FE M)in that region, evidently rean the jade-producing
" localities. Even Yii-Tien is still known to be one of the jade-producing
districts.

_ THE QUALITY (IXD SOUND 0F Y

In ancient times, Yit was believed to have five or mine quaslities
(Fiffi.h48). Its physical properties must have been minutely investigated.

" Oné of them which has never been touched upon by the mineralogists of loday,
is tho sound of Yii (3 A2). It seems that in ancient limes people were
quite able {0 distinguish between its various sounds. Suoch qualifying words
a8 “slightly vibrating” and “far-renching’ were applied to them. On this
mecount, some musical instraments of the ancient days were made of Y, e.g.,
Yi-thing (£ # o jndo vlate), Yi-Ti (E 4 o fnte), Yii-Kuan (E 2§
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e flute pipe), Yi-Hsiao (E #§ = fute) and Yii-Sheng (F s kmd of zreed
» organ). It is most likely that the sound of jade meant a groaf dea.l to our
ancient musicians. Unfortunately, what it really means-is not known today.

T MUOLTICOLORED YT
The color of Yii did not escape the aitention of our scholars in the
pest. It has been described as being of the red of cock’s comb; the yellow of
 cooked chestnut; the white of resin and the black of pure varnish. At
present, five varieties, white jade (I3 F,) blue jade {# ), green jade (R
X).yellow jade (% %) and smoky jade (B ) are ectually found in Peking,
but the purple variety has never bean seen.

NOMENCLATURE AND ITS CONFUSSION

What is the origin of the.name Yi? Shu-Wen (& %) says, “Yii -
is the best kind of stone™, Tkis suggests that Yii means precious.” However,
many jade-like objects have beeu called Yii. A clear distinction is theught
to be necessary. For example, tock crystal is also called Shui-Yi (K E
water jade); and Mien (ff) is called Mien-Yii. These terms do not really
denote the genuine jede, but maa.ﬁ_“jade—like”. This kind of nomenclature
is gtill used by the Japamese. For example, they call corundum, Kan-Yii
(kewgioku); turqueis, To-Ehr-Chieh-Yii (Torukgioku); and jasper, Pi-Yii-
Hsi (Giokusui).

The anthor is of the opinion that nothing should be called Yii
except tho actual ‘materisl which from the beginning has been denoted by
the term Yii ;otherwise, confusion will be the result. One example will snffice
to illustrate this point.

Formerly in Chins, there wag a lund of sione called S-S (& ).
Usually it is defined as Pi-Chu 3 g (green bead}. In an article on this sub-
ject by Berthold Laufer(l, thres things have been included under this term,
viz., Balas ruby, emerald and onyx. This I have diseussed in my “Lapid-
arium Sinicom’.(> Laufer regarded the onyx as a kind of S&-8& because
in the Chinese-English Dictionary published by the Cpmmercin.lh.Press, Shang-
. hai, onyx is defined as Pi-Yii, B;nd.in old Chinese books,, S¢-S& is usually

1) Notes on Turquois in the Eest, Chicago.
2) Memoir 3er. B. No. 2, Geol. Surv. China.
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referred to as Pi-Chu; now Chn.a,nd Yii are somahmea used -interchangeably
in this country lmd this is’ where the confusion arises. Apain, onyz was
defined as Pi-Ya beeaum of the fact that the Japanese translated.jasper as
Pi-Yii and because onyx is in the same’ group with jasper. Thus, it i8 scem.
that Laufer based his correlation on & misundersting’ of the origin.of thess

" terms. I have alweys been of the opinion that for such mineralogicsl terms

the study of nomenclature must be gnided by historical resesrch. This is the
reason why my ‘'Lapidarium Sinicum’ wes writtes.





