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1. Manuscripts devoted to various aspects of geosciences and related 
disciplines are all welcome, including those of broad interest to the 
international geoscience community or of particular interest to the 
Chinese geosciences community. 

2. Three types of manuscript are published in the Journal, including 
original  papers,  reviews and research advances.  Original  papers 
present the latest scientific studies, normally 5000 to 10,000 words 
long and within 6-12 journal pages. Review papers are based on 
literature review and summarize the current status of study of a 
specific topic or field, identify remaining scientific problems, and 
point out future directions, normally 5000 to 10,000 words and 
within 6-12 journal pages. Research advances are short reports (no 
more than two journal pages) of new ideas, discoveries, techniques 
and their applications, and latest news on research advances. 

3. Components of a manuscript 
Components of an original paper 
(1) Title page 
Title of paper; Authors’ names; Authors’ affiliation(s) and address(es); 
E-mail addresses of the corresponding author; A running title 
(2) Abstract and key words  
The abstract should be no more than 200 words long and should not 
be referenced. Up to six key words should be provided. 
(3) Main text 
Introduction; Geological Setting; Methods and Materials;  
Results Discussion; Conclusion; Acknowledgments 
(4) References 
List of references: References should be listed in alphabetic order 
and cited in the text with the author’s name followed by the year of 
publication. References other than English, French, Spanish and 
Russian should be translated into English, with the specific original 
language duly indicated. Some examples of journal articles, books 
and theses are shown below. 
Symons, D.T.A., and Sangster, D.F., 1991. Palaeomagnetic age of 
…. Economic Geology, 86(1): 1–12. 
Lee, J.S., 1939. The Geology of China. London: Thomas Murby and 
Co., 528 p. 
Bowden, P., Wang, P., and Turner, D.C., 1974. Peralkaline and 
associated ring-complexes …. In: Sorensen, H. (ed.), The Alkaline 
Rocks. New York: J. Wiley ＆ Sons, 330–351. 
Li, M., 2006. Formation Mechanism of Bayan Obo REE-Nb-Fe 
deposit in Inner Mongolia, China. Unpublished M.Sc. thesis, China 
University of Geosciences (Beijing), 147 p. 
Citation in the text: When citing literature in the text, use the 
following format: 
One author: (Lee, 1939); Two authors: (Symons and Sangster, 1991); 

Three or more authors: (Bowden et al., 1974). 
(5) Brief biography (maximum of 100 words) and head photo of 
the first author and the corresponding author. 
Components of a review 
Same as an original paper, but the arrangement of text may vary 
depending on the topics. 
Components of Research advances 
A research advance generally consists of the following parts: title, 
authors and affiliations, objective, method, discussion, conclusion, 
and acknowledgments. Note: references should be limited, and the 
whole paper, including figures and tables, should not be more than 
two journal pages. 

4. Artwork 
The journal publishes both color and black-and-white figures. The 
size of a figure should be no larger than the size of A4 paper and fit 
in one-column or two-column width. All figures are to be numbered 
using Arabic numerals, such as Fig. 1, Fig. 2, etc. Figure parts should 
be denoted by lowercase letters (Fig. 1a, Fig. 1b, etc.). Labeling in 
figures should be Times New Roman and >7 pt. 
● Digital line-drawing figures should be prepared using CorelDraw 
and in .CDR or .WMF format. If CorelDraw is not available, digital 
figures in JPG or TIFF formats with a resolution of 1200 dpi are 
acceptable as long as they meet the journal’s requirements. 
● Digital photographs should have a resolution of 600 dpi. 

5. Table: Tables should contain text only and each table should have a 
caption.  Tables  more  than  two  pages  should  be  submitted  as 
supplemental material, not as part of the main manuscript. The text 
in tables should be Times New Roman, >7 pt, and single-spaced. 

6. Manuscript preparation: Microsoft Word files are preferred. Times 
New Roman font, 12 pt font size, and double line spacing are 
recommended. 

7. The author alone is responsible for the correctness of his/her paper. 
When major changes are deemed to be necessary, the Editor will 
consult  with  the  author,  and  the  corrected  manuscript  may be 
returned to the author for approval or further clarification. 

8. Ethical responsibility of authors: Only unpublished original papers, 
which have not been submitted or published elsewhere, will be 
considered. 

9. Online Submission: Please submit your manuscript at https://
mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ags.  For  initial  submission,  it  is 
recommended that  figures and tables be inserted in appropriate 
positions  in  the  text  for  convenience  of  peer  review.  Once  a 
manuscript is recommended for acceptance, please submit the revised 
text, each revised figure and each revised table as separate files.  

10. Offprint: Thirty printed offprints will be provided free of charge 
for each paper. 

Instructions for Authors  

Acta Geologica Sinica (English Edition) mainly reports the 
latest and most important achievements in the theoretical 
and basic research in geological sciences, together with new 
technologies,  in  the  world.  Papers  published  involve 
various aspects of research concerning geosciences and 
related  disciplines,  such  as  stratigraphy,  paleontology, 

origin  and  history  of  the  Earth,  structural  geology, 
tectonics, mineralogy, petrology, geochemistry, geophysics, 
geology of mineral  deposits,  hydrogeology,  engineering 
geology, environmental geology, regional geology and new 
theories and technologies of geological exploration.  
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History of Acta Geologica Sinica

·  In 1922, the Bulletin of the Geological Society of China (mainly in English) started 
publication.

· In 1952, the Bulletin was renamed Acta Geologica Sinica (in Chinese with English abstracts).
·  In March 1988, Acta Geologica Sinica (English Edition) was reformed to publish the English 

translation of the Chinese edition. It was separately numbered as agreed with its exclusive 
overseas distributor Pergamon Press so as to be distinguished from the Chinese edition.

·  From 1997 on, Acta Geologica Sinica (English Edition) has been publishing English originals, 
with the same volume numbering as that of the Chinese edition.  
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