RICHTHOFEN AND GECLOGICAL WORK IN CHINA
B W. H. Wone (sscar)

Geology of China i being bult upon the solid foundation aid down
by Ferdinand von Richthofen, Jt i therefore with pleasure that' we avail our.
sdvnnf&ﬁséppoﬂwty'mm'thcmsimafhiscwlmry&nh T
tecord here the profound feeling of 1espect of 4l Chinese geologists !m this
master of geological sicoee. _ : o

Before Richthofen, Chinese geology was oaly very imperfectly known
through the work of oceasional vistors such 28 Kingrmit] in the South and Ra-
phacl Pumpelly in the Nowth, But with the monumertal work of Richthofen, the -
goology of China became koown already as to alf the major stmtigraphical and
stuctural units much of which femain #ood 6H today ahbough many - othey
eonclusions huve 1o be modified with the rapid advancs of the science. We
a.tefom!ewpd;l&h!wunpapc:on!ﬁeﬁfcaﬁdwmkefmafmbyﬂn
Smﬂe&x,méofﬁabﬁl&mdhdpiu, who has hirsslf eontributed s Braat
apmtoﬂmegeogndzymdgenlngypf%.

Geology as & seience was rekows i China, hbough = great deal had.

The transfator of Lyell's book was Hua engleng who was u great scholar hut
enblrely minitiated in geology. He wrote in his preface that i undertaking the
tramststion so mlcﬁmmwtondaﬁh&gﬁn& to the new visiors in
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not wotid the beginning of the Republicnn enm, i. ¢. since 1912, that Chiness
geologits began to follow Richthofen™s trail. But once begun the geological
work in China and by the Chinsse themeelves has proceeded at a comparatively
quick speed especially i consideration of the many baedicaps which besieged
our work, Mot of the termain coversd by Richthofen has been revisited snd
wmany regions wheze he had not been have been studied by later workers. Young
Chibest students, product of the new education, did ot fear the physical hard-
thip of a geologist as Richthofen had oace prodicted, and they are working
hard to Follow the good example which e had set for them, _
' In bis forewond to the rt mumber of the Bulletin of the Geological

Sarvey of Chima i (919, Dy, V. K. Ting made the following quotations -

Vonutheilee ther das Deocorum nicht freg wachen kann,  Zu Fuss 7w gehen
ist in seinen Augen ermicdrigend, urd die Beschafiigung ‘des Geologen ein *
directes Aufgebes aller menschenwizde™, _ - .
: Richthofen’s *'China" Vol. I, p. XXXVINL, |
" Oumniven verum, hevs, vicsdtodo e

o ) Terence

In the geat frame work which Richifiofen teft of Chinese
geclogy, we have enidently 1o Afl in many details, and with these details some
changes in Fundamental conception of the geologieal histery of Chitia are often
involved. Bur as Confucius said; “'from his errors you can belter appreciate
bis memt™, Ia comparing the yritings of the oM master and our present day
knowledpe, we are surprised ot by what he hay not ceen but much more by so
much he had aleady been able 1o st half 2 century ago before we ever staried
out wotk,  Na Chinese geologist can help feating deep admiration of how much
Richihofen made ot of the essential and major outline of Chinese geology In
the few years he spent in this country.  Richthofen"s work has saved ten yeass
of labowr for the Chinese geologists,

Richihofen's book and atlas have of course served as precious guide to
the earlier work of Chinege geologists,  We followed hit in Shontung, Chihli
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and other provinces and we found everywhere the broad lines of the local
geology worked cut as accurately as could be reasonably expected from the
quick reconnaissance es he made end the rough maps as he used.  1f In the 1o~
cently published reports of Chinese geologists, Richthofen's name 5 not men-
tianed 55 often as #t should be, 1t is centeinly not meant to ignore his pmncﬂ
work, but because his work b already so well known a5 seems to require no
Irequent remﬁml:amg

From the recent work of the ladt Riteen yoars o1 so, stratigmphy bas
seceived more additional knowledge than any oibex branch else. Physiogeaphy
and stractwal geology have also progressed a1 great spesd stnce Richthofen's .
tdme. But in all belds we shll find fendamental data in Richiholen's work,”
He gave excellent ideas of the major structural and physlw-gmgrap?uul fean
tures of this comntry, better than othes geologists have bern able to gm: s
A0 cIapgeration lo say that, not only HiH lm time but. also surpassing yoa.mgcr
generabions alter him, he was the frt scentist. whe had a comprehensive view
and understanding of the phyacsl festares 6f China, ‘

- Weag Weo-hao
May, 1923, Pepmg. '




