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THE ORIGIN OF HSI HU OR THE WESTERN LAKE OF
HANCHOW

BY H.T.CHANG. (% i 3]
The National Geological Burvey of Chiga. -
(Summary)

Hsi Hu, the Western Take of Hanchow; has been fameus as sammer
resort and playing ground since the Tang and Bung Dynasties. During the
fime of Han, however, it was eallod Ming Shen Hu (B 2 #i) while in the
time of three Kingdom, it was called Chien Tang Hu (68 Z# 1), the latter _
neme being derived from-the river, Chion Tang liiang. Since the Hanchow
.city was built in "the Sui Dynasty which’ izseveral hundred .yea.rs after Han,
-g0, the history of Hsi Hu should be reckoned as much older than the city
itself. On the-other hand, Hsi Hu has never beon noticed in any wnhngs
before the time when Shiuchinthy 0Ok & B) was published.

The circumference of Hai Hu is about” B0 L or exprassed more
exactly about 4,987,879 sq. km. in area. . The lake is closed by hills on all
gides excapt toward the east. “Those hills consist.of the Carboniferous limes-
tone, quartzose sandstone and liparite, the last one being-of. very young ag
The eandstone. formation could probably be correlated with the Nanking gli
of Richtholen; but its contact with the Gafh)mfarous Jlimestone was not
observed. On average, the depth of the lake m.easures about 6-6 ft., the
maximum bemg not more than 10 ft.

Two articles bave appeared dealing with t.he ongm of Hsi Hu. The
ﬁrst ig by Mr. Bekii, in his ‘‘Report on the Geology of Hachow, Chekiang'’,

published in Jonrnal of the Geological Society of Tokyo, Vol. XVI, 1909. Mr.
‘Bekil’s opinion is briefly as follows: _ _

On The Northwestern side of Hei Hu ie a red tuffaceone rack, probabiy the reminent of an
ancient voleano. Looking downward from the lop of thi Bill, it agems very likely that Hsi Hu is
a crater lake; but if we look towérd iko conthoastern aide, thera is the Carboniferous limestone
Thus it is evident thet Hai Hu, although intimately aspociated with the voleanis rocks, in renlly not
a ceater lake, but js & lake very similar to the Chin Zan Zi Lake of Japan its mode of formation ja
gimply due to the barrier action of this ancient volenuic rock,





