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Fig. 1 Location of the study area in China (a), tectonic units division of Quruqtagh and Tianshan in Xinjiang (b)

(after Xu Zhiqin et al. , 2011) and simplified geological map of Quruqtagh (c) @
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Fig. 3 Sedimentary structures of early Siluriansandstone in Muhelaibulake, Quruqtagh, Xinjiang
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(a)—Medium-grained sandstone with graded bedding, conglomerate on the bottom. Arrow indicates a fining upward sequence;

(b)—sandstone exhibiting convoluted bedding. Arrow indicates the paleocurrent direction; (c)—scour-based sandstone;

(d)—sandstone and siltstone consisting of Ta, Td of Bouma sequence
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Fig. 4 Cathodoluminescence (CL) images of representative zircons from sandstnes of the Quruqtagh in Xinjiang

(a)—Sample 09MHL16; (b)—Sample 09MHL10
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Table 1 U-Pb isotopic data for detrital zircons from the sandstone of Early Silurian (sample 099MHL16) in Quruqtagh, Xinjiang
LR G JLHR
p (j:j Jttz IR 2% He i (Ma) —
5 Th U | Th/U Ztm Pb/ 1o )O })b/ 1o W Pb/ lo Z,OT,Pb/ 1o O ?b/ 1o Z?G Pb/ 1o B oD
206 P 235U 238U 206 P z.hU 2387

1 246 120 2.04 | 0.0559 | 0.0003 | 0.6917 | 0.0072 | 0.0898 | 0.0007 | 447 11 534 4 554 4 25
2 171 130 1.32 | 0.0646 | 0.0002 | 1.0833 | 0.0085 | 0.1217 | 0.0009 | 761 8 745 4 740 5 —3
3 170 86 1.97 | 0.1255 | 0.0004 | 6.5328 | 0.0521 | 0.3773 | 0.0028 | 2036 7 2050 7 2064 13 2

4 171 198 0.86 | 0.0674 | 0.0003 | 1.2019 | 0.0119 | 0.1292 | 0.0009 850 11 801 5 783 5 —38
5 131 122 1.08 | 0.0626 | 0.0003 | 1.1085 | 0.0115 | 0.1284 | 0.0013 | 695 10 757 6 779 7 13
7 301 235 1.28 | 0.0647 | 0.0002 | 1.1655 | 0.0097 | 0.1306 | 0.0010 | 765 8 785 5 791 6 4
8 218 134 1.63 | 0.0635 | 0.0002 | 1.0855 | 0.0096 | 0.1240 | 0.0010 | 726 9 746 5 753 6 4

9 356 338 1.05 | 0.0704 | 0.0003 | 1.2613 | 0.0083 | 0.1302 | 0.0010 | 941 8 828 4 789 6 —17
10 100 440 0.23 | 0.1301 | 0.0006 | 6.5233 | 0.0603 | 0.3637 | 0.0035 | 2099 8 2049 8 1999 17 —6
11 235 329 0.71 | 0.0695 | 0.0004 | 1.2895 | 0.0159 | 0.1344 | 0.0010 | 913 14 841 7 813 6 —12
12 131 131 1.00 | 0.0640 | 0.0003 | 1.0997 | 0.0100 | 0.1247 | 0.0011 741 9 753 5 757 6 2
13 121 241 0.50 | 0.0787 | 0.0003 | 2.2120 | 0.0190 | 0.2038 | 0.0018 | 1165 8 1185 6 1195 10 3
14 312 499 0.63 | 0.1094 | 0.0004 | 4.4841 | 0.0355 | 0.2972 | 0.0025 | 1789 7 1728 7 1678 12 —7
15 648 687 0.94 | 0.0743 | 0.0003 | 1.3195 | 0.0115 | 0.1287 | 0.0010 | 1048 8 854 5 781 6 —27
16 134 103 1.30 | 0.0637 | 0.0003 | 1.1250 | 0.0128 | 0.1281 | 0.0013 732 11 765 6 777 7 7
17 149 60 2.51 | 0.0620 | 0.0005 | 1.0177 | 0.0157 | 0.1189 | 0.0012 | 674 17 713 8 724 7 8
18 115 71 1.62 | 0.0623 | 0.0003 | 1.0441 | 0.0119 | 0.1216 | 0.0011 | 684 12 726 6 740 6 9
19 361 895 0.40 | 0.0742 | 0.0003 | 1.5726 | 0.0122 | 0.1538 | 0.0012 | 1046 8 959 5 922 7 —13
20 365 165 2.22 | 0.0649 | 0.0003 | 1.1833 | 0.0141 | 0.1323 | 0.0014 | 770 12 793 7 801 8 4
21 147 76 1.95 | 0.0632 | 0.0003 | 1.0881 | 0.0112 | 0.1249 | 0.0010 | 714 10 748 5 759 6 7
22 160 217 0.74 | 0.1403 | 0.0005 | 7.4977 | 0.0628 | 0.3876 | 0.0034 | 2231 7 2173 8 2112 16 —6
23 117 434 0.27 | 0.1279 | 0.0010 | 5.5303 | 0.0912 | 0.3143 | 0.0056 | 2070 15 1905 14 1762 27 —17
24 186 109 1.70 | 0.0664 | 0.0003 | 1.0835 | 0.0123 | 0.1185 | 0.0012 817 11 745 6 722 7 —12
25 161 115 1.39 | 0.0649 | 0.0003 | 1.0335 | 0.0112 | 0.1158 | 0.0013 | 770 11 721 6 706 7 —9
26 178 93 1.92 | 0.0724 | 0.0005 | 1.2418 | 0.0163 | 0.1240 | 0.0011 998 14 820 7 754 6 —26
27 475 339 1.40 | 0.0668 | 0.0005 | 1.0130 | 0.0106 | 0.1109 | 0.0016 | 831 15 710 5 678 9 —20
28 121 261 0.46 | 0.1221 | 0.0009 | 5.4118 | 0.0863 | 0.3222 | 0.0053 | 1988 14 1887 14 1800 26 —11
29 646 701 0.92 | 0.0730 | 0.0002 | 1.6049 | 0.0098 | 0.1594 | 0.0010 | 1014 6 972 4 953 5 —6
30 72 62 1.16 | 0.1046 | 0.0004 | 4.5893 | 0.0382 | 0.3182 | 0.0026 | 1708 7 1747 7 1781 13 5
31 387 442 0.87 | 0.1397 | 0.0005 | 7.2304 | 0.0549 | 0.3754 | 0.0029 | 2223 6 2140 7 2055 14 —9
32 369 309 1.19 | 0.1375 | 0.0005 | 7.3608 | 0.0625 | 0.3883 | 0.0033 | 2195 7 2156 8 2115 15 —4
33 314 311 1.01 | 0.0679 | 0.0003 | 1.3453 | 0.0115 | 0.1437 | 0.0012 | 865 8 866 5 866 7 0
34 51 46 1.11 | 0.0635 | 0.0005 | 1.0886 | 0.0165 | 0.1243 | 0.0012 | 723 18 748 8 755 7 5
35 119 106 1.12 | 0.0675 | 0.0003 | 1.2174 | 0.0106 | 0.1309 | 0.0009 | 853 9 809 5 793 5 —8
37 466 344 1.36 | 0.0757 | 0.0003 | 1.5407 | 0.0115 | 0.1478 | 0.0012 | 1087 7 947 5 889 7 —20
38 84 417 0.20 | 0.1304 | 0.0005 | 6.4199 | 0.0551 | 0.3571 | 0.0030 | 2103 7 2035 8 1968 14 —7
39 72 46 1.58 | 0.0637 | 0.0005 | 1.0453 | 0.0149 | 0.1192 | 0.0011 | 732 16 727 7 726 7 —1
40 363 411 0.88 | 0.0659 | 0.0003 | 1.1640 | 0.0117 | 0.1279 | 0.0011 | 804 10 784 6 776 6 —4
41 155 116 1.34 | 0.1248 | 0.0005 | 6.2401 | 0.0539 | 0.3624 | 0.0029 | 2026 7 2010 8 1994 14 —2
42 112 66 1.70 | 0.0722 | 0.0006 | 1.2338 | 0.0179 | 0.1239 | 0.0011 993 15 816 8 753 6 —26
43 131 102 1.28 | 0.0637 | 0.0003 | 1.1206 | 0.0113 | 0.1276 | 0.0011 731 9 763 5 774 6 6
44 314 542 0.58 | 0.0654 | 0.0003 | 1.0930 | 0.0100 | 0.1212 | 0.0011 | 787 8 750 5 738 6 —7
45 184 166 1.11 | 0.0676 | 0.0005 | 1.1549 | 0.0182 | 0.1235 | 0.0013 | 855 16 780 9 751 8 —13
46 153 76 2.01 | 0.0633 | 0.0004 | 1.0448 | 0.0139 | 0.1196 | 0.0012 | 719 13 726 7 728 7 2
47 112 154 0.73 | 0.0659 | 0.0003 | 1.1855 | 0.0121 | 0.1307 | 0.0013 | 802 9 794 6 792 7 —1
48 51 50 1.03 | 0.0636 | 0.0005 | 1.0962 | 0.0171 | 0.1249 | 0.0013 | 728 16 751 8 759 7 4
50 365 139 2.62 | 0.0645 | 0.0003 | 1.0921 | 0.0105 | 0.1228 | 0.0010 | 758 9 750 5 747 6 —2
51 148 238 0.62 | 0.0635 | 0.0003 | 0.9886 | 0.0088 | 0.1128 | 0.0009 726 8 698 5 689 5 —52
53 258 256 1.00 | 0.0653 | 0.0003 | 1.1440 | 0.0117 | 0.1271 | 0.0011 783 9 774 6 771 6 —2
54 60 67 0.89 | 0.1105 | 0.0005 | 5.0349 | 0.0527 | 0.3305 | 0.0034 | 1807 8 1825 9 1841 16 2
55 103 164 0.63 | 0.0648 | 0.0003 | 1.0630 | 0.0108 | 0.1189 | 0.0008 | 767 10 735 5 724 5 —6
57 48 136 0.35 | 0.1288 | 0.0007 | 6.3335 | 0.0721 | 0.3566 | 0.0041 | 2081 9 2023 10 1966 19 —6
58 153 131 1.17 | 0.0688 | 0.0004 | 1.1756 | 0.0142 | 0.1237 | 0.0010 | 893 12 789 7 752 6 —17
60 351 220 1.59 | 0.0638 | 0.0003 | 1.0781 | 0.0104 | 0.1226 | 0.0011 | 734 9 743 5 746 6 2
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Table 2 U-Pb isotopic data for detrital zircons from the sandstone of Early Silurian (sample 099MHL10) in Quruqtagh, Xinjiang

— A
N ifoﬁi ﬁ—[ GE L Mo TR
(=X 2 207 206 / 207 207 / 206 3

Sl oo o 0 e U e [ e e R e [ e [0
1 138 224 0.62 0.0647 | 0.0003 | 1.2265 | 0.0143 | 0.1374 | 0.0014 764 11 813 7 830 8 9

2 60 40 1.49 0.0648 | 0.0007 | 1.0726 | 0.0210 | 0.1205 | 0.0014 767 23 740 10 733 8 —5
3 375 239 1.57 0.0668 | 0.0003 | 1.1702 | 0.0113 | 0.1274 | 0.0012 831 9 787 5 773 7 —8
4 73 110 0. 66 0.0649 | 0.0004 | 1.1700 | 0.0144 | 0.1311 | 0.0015 770 12 787 7 794 9 3
5 66 40 1.65 0.1248 | 0.0009 | 6.5169 | 0.1095 | 0.3777 | 0.0055 | 2026 13 2048 15 2066 26 3

6 46 37 1.25 0.0615 | 0.0007 | 1.0202 | 0.0242 | 0.1209 | 0.0020 657 26 714 12 736 11 12
8 68 100 0.68 0.0639 | 0.0004 | 1.1022 | 0.0140 | 0.1250 | 0.0012 739 13 754 7 759 7 3

9 175 72 2.43 0.0638 | 0.0004 | 1.0914 | 0.0151 | 0.1242 | 0.0013 735 14 749 7 755 7 3
10 148 231 0. 64 0.1194 | 0.0006 | 5.8292 | 0.0620 | 0.3542 | 0.0037 | 1947 9 1951 9 1955 17 0
11 93 73 1.26 0.0649 | 0.0005 | 1.1685 | 0.0175 | 0.1305 | 0.0015 770 15 786 8 791 8 3
12 39 37 1.06 0.0639 | 0.0008 | 1.0847 | 0.0242 | 0.1239 | 0.0016 738 26 746 12 753 9 1
13 76 50 1.52 0.1633 | 0.0010 |10.7720| 0.1477 | 0.4769 | 0.0052 | 2490 11 2504 13 2514 23 2
14 144 111 1. 30 0.0644 | 0.0003 | 1.0978 | 0.0112 | 0.1238 | 0.0010 753 10 752 5 752 6 0
15 72 114 0.63 0.0745 | 0.0004 | 1.8742 | 0.0192 | 0.1823 | 0.0014 | 1055 10 1072 7 1080 8 3
16 82 106 0.77 0.1622 | 0.0006 |10.6289| 0.0840 | 0.4751 | 0.0035 | 2479 6 2491 7 2506 15 1
17 48 36 1.36 0.0651 | 0.0008 | 1.0986 | 0.0231 | 0.1224 | 0.0015 778 25 753 11 744 8 —5
18 197 218 0.90 0.0653 | 0.0003 | 1.2065 | 0.0106 | 0.1342 | 0.0009 782 9 804 5 811 5

19 99 80 1.24 0.1232 | 0.0005 | 6.2801 | 0.0530 | 0.3698 | 0.0030 | 2003 7 2016 7 2028 14 1
20 36 28 1.27 0.0675 | 0.0012 | 1.1108 | 0.0329 | 0.1190 | 0.0018 854 37 759 16 725 11 —16
21 40 53 0.75 0.0655 | 0.0005 | 1.1704 | 0.0177 | 0.1295 | 0.0012 789 17 787 8 785 7 0
23 33 486 0.07 0.0715 | 0.0002 | 1.5959 | 0.0111 | 0.1620 | 0.0010 970 6 969 4 968 6 0
24 291 371 0.78 0.0607 | 0.0002 | 0.8674 | 0.0074 | 0.1036 | 0.0008 630 8 634 4 635 4 1
26 99 474 0.21 0.0708 | 0.0003 | 1.5815 | 0.0139 | 0.1621 | 0.0014 951 8 963 5 968 8 2
27 89 136 0.65 0.0645 | 0.0003 | 1.1236 | 0.0119 | 0.1264 | 0.0010 757 10 765 6 767 6 2
28 232 456 0.51 0.1148 | 0.0004 | 5.1641 | 0.0446 | 0.3263 | 0.0027 | 1876 7 1847 7 1821 13 —3
29 26 42 0.61 0.1282 | 0.0007 | 6.6772 | 0.0841 | 0.3783 | 0.0047 | 2073 10 2070 11 2068 22 0
30 86 54 1. 60 0.0630 | 0.0006 | 1.0470 | 0.0180 | 0.1204 | 0.0013 708 19 727 9 733 8 4
31 39 54 0.73 0.1372 | 0.0006 | 7.7813 | 0.0787 | 0.4117 | 0.0038 | 2192 8 2206 9 2223 17 2
32 28 67 0.41 0.0690 | 0.0005 | 1.4780 | 0.0217 | 0.1553 | 0.0016 900 15 921 9 931 9 4
33 211 493 0.43 0.1316 | 0.0004 | 6.9329 | 0.0469 | 0.3821 | 0.0025 | 2119 5 2103 6 2086 12 —2
34 33 46 0.72 0.0671 | 0.0009 | 1.1245 | 0.0254 | 0.1218 | 0.0014 840 29 765 12 741 8 —12
35 41 57 0.71 0.0602 | 0.0005 | 0.8134 | 0.0130 | 0.0980 | 0.0009 611 20 604 7 603 5 —1
37 60 333 0.18 0.0723 | 0.0002 | 1.6472 | 0.0123 | 0.1652 | 0.0012 995 7 988 5 986 7 —1
40 109 197 0.55 0.0656 | 0.0003 | 1.1647 | 0.0106 | 0.1286 | 0.0010 795 9 784 5 780 5 —2
41 105 57 1.84 0.0643 | 0.0005 | 1.1318 | 0.0169 | 0.1277 | 0.0014 753 15 769 8 775 8 3
42 84 143 0.59 0.0640 | 0.0003 | 1.0456 | 0.0100 | 0.1186 | 0.0007 741 10 727 5 722 4 —3
43 115 212 0.54 0.0650 | 0.0003 | 1.0656 | 0.0127 | 0.1189 | 0.0013 774 11 737 6 724 7 —7
44 95 217 0. 44 0.1294 | 0.0005 | 6.5226 | 0.0580 | 0.3657 | 0.0034 | 2090 7 2049 8 2009 16 —5
45 30 40 0.74 0.0650 | 0.0007 | 1.2437 | 0.0252 | 0.1385 | 0.0018 775 22 821 11 836 10 9
47 126 467 0.27 0.0753 | 0.0006 | 1.6845 | 0.0268 | 0.1614 | 0.0017 | 1077 16 1003 10 964 10 —10
48 34 109 0. 31 0.0600 | 0.0003 | 0.8043 | 0.0101 | 0.0973 | 0.0009 605 13 599 6 599 5 —1
49 215 430 0.50 0.0649 | 0.0003 | 1.1409 | 0.0111 | 0.1275 | 0.0012 771 9 773 5 773 7 0
50 38 63 0. 60 0.1063 | 0.0005 | 4.4635 | 0.0462 | 0.3047 | 0.0028 | 1736 9 1724 9 1715 14 —14
51 102 128 0. 80 0.0653 | 0.0003 | 1.1220 | 0.0129 | 0.1245 | 0.0011 785 11 764 6 756 6 —4
52 53 59 0. 90 0.0633 | 0.0007 | 1.0723 | 0.0202 | 0.1227 | 0.0013 720 23 740 10 746 7 4
53 27 317 0.08 0.0644 | 0.0003 | 1.1111 | 0.0113 | 0.1252 | 0.0012 754 10 759 5 760 7 1
54 37 48 0.76 0.0652 | 0.0006 | 1.1407 | 0.0208 | 0.1272 | 0.0017 779 19 773 10 772 9 —11
55 18 39 0.48 0.1055 | 0.0007 | 3.9873 | 0.0617 | 0.2743 | 0.0037 | 1723 13 1632 13 1562 19 —101
56 31 45 0.68 0.0637 | 0.0006 | 1.0485 | 0.0186 | 0.1199 | 0.0015 731 19 728 9 730 8 —1
57 111 155 0.72 0.0648 | 0.0003 | 1.0849 | 0.0118 | 0.1215 | 0.0011 768 10 746 6 739 6 —4
58 113 156 0.72 0.0918 | 0.0003 | 3.1693 | 0.0261 | 0.2504 | 0.0019 | 1463 6 1450 6 1440 10 —2
59 198 197 1.01 0.0641 | 0.0003 | 1.0658 | 0.0100 | 0.1207 | 0.0009 743 8 737 5 735 5 —1
60 107 167 0. 64 0.0648 | 0.0003 | 1.0942 | 0.0115 | 0.1225 | 0.0010 767 9 751 6 745 6 —3
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Geochemistry and SHRIMP U-Pb zircon geochronology of the continental breakup in the Tarim Block, northwest China.
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New Insights on Sedimentology, Provenance Analysis of the Early
Silurian in the Quruqtagh Area., Xinjiang
ZHANG Yingli”, WANG Zongqi”, YAN Zhen” , WANG Tao”
1) MLR Key Laboratory of Metallogeny and Mineral Assessment ,

Institute o f Mineral Resources, CAGS, Beijing, 100037;
2) Institute o f Geology, Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences, Beijing, 100037

Abstract

The lower Silurian is composed of grayish green sandstones and siltstones, which was turbidity in
origin, forming in submarine fan. Using the LA-ICP-MS U-Pb method, U-Pb ages of detrital zircons from
two sandstone samples were measured. 89 groups of U-Pb effective age were yielded not only to constrain
source area, the regional comparison but also to obtain tectonic evolution data in the Proterozoic and
Paleozoic. The concordant ages of detrital zircons show that 689~836Ma magmatic rocks are mainly source
area while 866~986Ma, 1055~1463Ma, and 1708 ~2490Ma rocks are secondary provenance. Normalized
probability plots of Silurian sandstones indicate that magmatic activities are quiet in Early Silurian, and
middle-late Ordovician rocks were uplifted after early Silurian. Detrital zircons and CL images indicate that
there occurred a large amount of magmatic rocks during the Neoproterozoic, related to South Tianshan
Ocean subduction to the Tarim plate. Regional metamorphism developed within the area is referred from

detrital zircon results.
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