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Fig. 1 Positions showing Bishou Cave and Linjiang

Stratigraphic section refered in this paper
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of Linjiang stratigraphical section referred in this paper
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Late Pleistocene strata in Bishou Cave and
the horizon containing mammal fossils
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partly cemented with calcium; BS4-—greyish crystalline
limestone of the Shidengzi Formation of Lower Carboniferous
Datang Stage and Middle-Upper Carboniferous Hutian Group;

[]—TL age sample; ®—horizon of mammal fossils
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New Discovery of the Late Pleistocene Mammal Fossils in Dongjiang River
Valley, South of Nanling Range, China

LI Baosheng" ?, BIAN Geguo® , ZHANG Wei” , WEN Xiaohao” ,NIU Dongfeng" ,
DU Shuhuan”, LI Houxin”, OU Xianjiao”
1) Department of Geography, South China Normal University . Guangzhou, 510631; 2) State Key Laboratory of Loess and
Quaternary Geology , Institute of Earth Environment, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Xian, 7100613 3) Bureau of Geology
and Mineral Resources of Heyuan, 5170003 4) Land Resources and Engineering School of Guangdong . Guangzhou, 510660;

5) Institute o f Guangzhou Geochemistry , Chinese Academy of Sciences, Guangzhou, 510640
Abstract

Abundant mammal teeth fossils have been found in the Bishou Cave of Shangguan Town of Dongyuan
County, Heyuan in the Dongjiang River Valley, south of the Nanling Range, China. We identified 6 new
orders and 10 new genera and species of fossils, and furthermore named this area the Bishou Fauna.
According to the palaeoecology indicated by the fauna, fossiliferous horizon, TL datings and the bio-
stratigraphical correlation, it is preliminariely considered that like the Luoshayan Fauna in the Xijiang
River Valley, the Bishou Fauna also belongs to the Late Pleistocene Ailuropoda-Stegodon Fauna, and they
lived in the Interglacial Period of MIS5a. However, the age of Luoshayan Fauna about 79 ka B P, is
slightly earlier than that of the Bishou Fauna, whereas the Bishou Fauna existed during the close of MIS5a
between the Last Glacial and Last Lnterglacial Periods. The fauna is a first discovery in the Dongjiang
River Valley, indicating a natural grassland environment on the northern margin of the torrid zone at that

time.

Key words: Dongjiang River Valley south of Nanling Range; mammal fossils in Bishou Cave;

palaeoecology, geological period
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