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Fig. 1 The geographical map of the Yima dinosaur

footprint (The solid pentagon represents the footprint site)
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Fig. 2. The geological section of the Middle Jurassic Yima Formation of the Beilutian Coal Mine of Yima

(modified from Bureau of Geology and Mineral Resources of Henan Province, 1989)
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Fig.3 The outline drawing of Chang pei pus xuiana

based on the artificial negative print
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Fig. 4 The scatter diagram of width to length of theropod dinosaur footprints
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The Discovery of Theropod Dinosaur Footprints from the Middle
Jurassic Yima Formation of Yima County, Henan Province

LU Junchang” ,ZHANG Xingliao” ,JIA Songhai” ,HU Weiyong® ,
WU Yanhua” , JI Qiang"”
1) Institute of Geology» Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences. Beijing, 100037
2) Henan Geological Museum » Zhengzhou 450016, Henan Province

Abstract

Herein described is the first discovery of large sized theropod dinosaur footprints from the Middle
Jurassic deposits of Yima, Henan Province of China. Although this footprint is similar to Chang peipus,
which was found from the lower-middle Jurassic deposits, it is not identical to Chang pei pus. Therefore, a
new species of this genus: Changpeipus zuiana inchnosp. nov. is erected. Changpeipus zxuiana is
characterized by the ratio of length to width of the footprint approximate 1. 9, digit [ slightly shorter than
digit IV, the divarication of digits [[ -l about 25°, the divarication of digits [[[-IV about 32°, and the
tarsal impression appearing at the back of the footprint. The discovery of Changpeipus xuiana not only
adds the new member of the Middle Jurassic dinosaur footprints in China, but also provides the strong
evidence for discovering large sized theropod dinosaur skeletons from the middle Jurassic sediments of this

area in the near future.

Key words: Chang pei pus xuiana ; Yima Formation; Middle Jurassic; Yima County of Henan Province






