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TWO TYPES OF RECENT LITTORAL SEDIMENTS
IN SOUTH CHINA

Song Tianrui Liang Baihe

(Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences) (Chungshan University)

Abstract

In South China there exist two types of littoral sediments which are quite dif-
ferent in their landsecapes. One is the type of estuary-littoral sediments with less
organisms (Plate I, Photo 1—3) and the other is the type of open-sea-littoral sedi-
ments with more organisms (Plate I, Photo 4—6). Listed in Tables 1, 2, 3 and 4
are the main differences in various dspects between the two types.

It has been suggested in ‘many textﬁpoks that the littoral sediments may be cha-
racterized by the well roundness and good sorting of quartz sands. According to
the data of sieve analysis and microscopic observation of quartz shapes by the au-
thors, sands of the estuary-littoral type’ under discussion are well sorted but the grains
of quartz sands are irregular (Plate II, Photo 4a,b), whereas sands of the open sea-
littoral type show better roundness but are relatively poor sorted (Plate II, Photo
5,6). These different characteristics of the sediments are caused by the abrasion of
different source rocks of the quartz sands. .The former type of sediments is derived
mainly from metamorphic quartzite and the latter from magmatic rocks (granite ete.).

The analysis of recent littoral sediments in South China provides some new in-
formations which are helpful to sedimentary facies analysis or reconstruction of
ancient marine sedimentary environments.
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