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THE APPLICATION OF GEOMECHANICS TO THE
PROSPECTING AND EXPLORATION OF
OIL IN CHINA

Shi Liqun
Abstract

Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, a remarkable success has
been achieved in applying geomechanics to directing the prospecting for oil.

The present paper deals briefly with the relations of tectonic systems to the
origin, migration and accumulation of oil, with a special ethphasis on the Neocathay-
sian tectonic systems.

For many years, by applying this theory of geomechanics to the prospecting and
exploration of oil we have gradually formulated a complete feasible working procedure
and working method of ‘‘finding oil distriet first, and the oil fields next’’. It seems
to us a new approach to searching for oil and gas resources.
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